
INTERACTION BETWEEN THE AFRIKANER AND JEWISH CoMMUNITIES1)

S.J. Terreblanche

I wish to extend a hearty word of thanks to the Board for inviting

me to take part in this panel discussion on the important topic of

"South African Jewry in an era of change".

As an Afrikaner political economist my main interaction with Jews

is with four prominent economist~ namely Dawid Ricardo, Karl Marx,

Paul Samuelson and Milton Freedman. Out of the four, I can asso-

ciate myself the closest with Paul Samuelson - although not com-

pletely. I very much regret the wide-spread influence Milton

Freedman has attained in South Africa. As far as I am concerned,

this is definitely not justifiable. Ricardo - an English Jew of

Spanish-Dutch descent - is perhaps the greatest theoretical econo-

mist of all times, but because of his ideas, economics was branded

as the dismal science. The one with whom I am definitely not in

agreement, but who is, as social scientist and historian, the most

fascinating of them all, is of course Karl Marx. It is a pity

that the so-called Marxian ideology that is propagated (mostly in

an unfounded way) in his name, makes it nearly impossible to study

his works in a scientific and unprejudiced way.

In my study of the Economic History of the Western World it has

always intrigued meto discover the role the Jewish people have

played in the development of Capitalism and especially in the deve-

lopment of financial and stock-exchange institutions. It was the

good fortune of Antwerpen to become host to many of the Jewish

people expelled by Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain in 1492. Be-

cause of the Eighty Year War (1568-1648) the greater part of the

Jews of Antwerpen moved to Amsterdam and supplied a great deal of

the financial and organizational basis for the Golden Century of

Holland. At the end of the 17th century they started to move to

London and played a key role in Britain's worldwide economic and

financial success in the 18th and especially in the 19th century.

1) Contribution to a panel discussion on "South African Jewry in
an era of Change" at the 32nd National Congress of the South
African Jewish Board of ~epuries, in Johannesburg,29th May 1983.
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After many of the financial wizards decided to move from London to

New York at the end of the 19th century, Wall Street became the

financial centre of the world and the hub of international Capitalism.

This short history is of relevance to us. The interaction between
has

Jew and Afrikaner~stretched back for at least four centuries, when

the long and mutually beneficial contact started between the Jews

and the Old Afrikaners or the Dutch people of Antwerpen and Amster-

dam. Apart from intermarriages between Jew and Dutch, I suspect

that the Dutch and the Afrikaner derived their business and organi-

zational capacities to a large extent from the Jews.

I grew up and matriculated in a small town in the Northern Free

State. The moth~r of Elana Kloss and I attended the same class.

I now realize that many of the platteland Afrikaners, like myself,

had a closer contact with the so-called Boere Jode than with the

English. There was a time when they owned nearly all the businesses

in the platteland towns. In those years a positive and construc-

tive relationship was built up between them and their many Afrikaner

clients.

I am unfortunately not in a position to give a detailed or docu-

mented version of the interaction between Afrikaner and Jew on all

the different levels of the South African scene. Apart from the

business world, I would like to mention three fields in which close

interaction took place: the professional, the academic and the

sports fields. I think that we cannot easily over-emphasize the

great and valuable contribution the Jews have made, and are still

making, to our professional and academic worlds. In both of these,

but especially in all the different professions (medical, law,

accountancy, engineering, etc.) they were truly the senior partner

with the Afrikaners very much the junior partner. The knowledge

and experience of the senior partner have over the years been to

the immeasurable advantage of the junior partner. On the sports

fields - and'especially rugby - the Afrikaner has normally been

the senior partner but the contribution of the usually solitary

Jewish player was normally indispensable - if only to be responsible

for the very important ingredient of luckl

My main interest is in the interaction that has taken place, and

may still take place in the immediate future, on the level of ideas,

attitudes and perceptions. To evaluate this interaction, I regard
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it necessary to concentrate on the similarities and differences

between the Jewish communities in South Africa and in Israel on

the one hand, and the Afrikaner community on the other hand.

First the similarities:

(a) Both are strongly orientated towards the Old Testament.

(b) Both emphasize .nationalism and tried - without success -

to build an ethnically pure homeland.

(c) Both are stilltrylngt~ 'build and to maintain New Europes

on foreign, rather hostile and undeveloped Continents.

(d) Both are encircled by a majority of developing Third World

people in their own countries and in the countries around

them.

(e) The policies that both communities (here and in Israel) are

trying to carry through, on behalf of wha~ they regard as

their national intereBts, go very much against the grain of

the current opinion in the Western World. Because of this,

both are expe~iencing a lot of international hrnstility and

denunciations, especially at the United Nations and at the

Third World conferences.

(f) Both are confronted with internal and external problems which

are seemingly unsolvable and both will need Solomon's wisdom

- our common~rophet - to maintain stability and to ensure

long-term survival.

(g) Both are in possession of knowledge and experience that can

be of extreme and even vital importance for the developing

people in and around our countries - if only the internal and

external'relations can be normalized.

(h) Lastly, there are signs that both the Afrikaners and the Jewish

communities - especially in South Africa - have become extremely

materialistic and that both pamper a richman's cult. Closely

connected ~it~ this, the Afrikaners and the Jews (mainly in

South Africa) are inclined to take only short-term considerations

into account in their decision-making processes. Given the
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problems with which we are confronted, this is a very

alarming inclination.

But there are also important differences between the Jewish people

in South Africa and Israel on the one hand, and the Afrikaners on

the other hand:

(a) Apart from the important religious and language differences,

the Jewish people (especially in South Africa) are mainly

urbanized while a large percentage (and many of the attitudes)

of the Afrikaners are still rural.

(b) In terms of the White South African ideological spectrum, the

Jewish people are mostly left of centre, while a large percen-

tage of the Afrikaners (especially in the rural areas) are very

much right of centre.

(c) A very important difference exists in the history of the two

groups. The history of the Jewish people stretches over four
- ~ I. I,..

or fivemillenniuma. while that of the Afrikaners stretch over

two to three centuries. And while the Jewish people are dis-

persed all over the world because of the diaspora, and are

present in nearly every country in the world, the Afrikaner

nation is a recent result of a merger between the blood streams

and cultures from mainly Western European countries and a small

input of non-European blood and culture.

(d) Mainly because of the differences in historical background,

the Jewish people have many international contacts, they are

very internationally orientated and although international

pressures usually do not put them off the course they have

chosen, they are nonetheless sensitive towards the interna-

tional opinion and present their case in a way that generates

considerable international support. The Afrikaners have, on

the contrary, few international contacts and are often

rather indifferent towards the hostile attitudes of the outside

world. They are often inclined to reject foreign criticism

too easily as unreasonable, unjustified and as being based

on a lack of knowledge. While the Jewish people are an

outward-looking people in spite of their determination to
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follow their own course, the Afrikaners are mainly an inward-

looking community. This attitude of the Afrikaners is often

- and not without justification - regarded as a sign of cultu-

ral and national immaturity.

If we compare the similarities and the differences between the

Jewish and the Afrikaner communities, the differences outweigh the

similarities to such an extent that an understanding or a rap-

prbchement seems rather unlikely. But up till now I have delibe-

rately spoken about the Afrikaners as if they are ideologically and

politically still an undivided and culturally closely-knit community.

Fortunately this is no longer the case. The split in the National

Party brought a final end to this unity. The ideological tensions

within the Afrikarier community were built up over a long p~riod

of time and both the impression of cultural unity and of the close

link between the National Party and the Afrikaner clan was highly

artificial for at least 10 years. When the split at last took

place last year, it was long overdue. It brought about an ideolo-

gical and organizational normalization within the ranks of both

the National Party and the Afrikanerdom. We can no longer talk

about the Afrikaners or about an undivided Afrikaner Establishment.

On the cultural and church levels the facade of unity is still main-

tained but deep down mounting tensions are present and are building

up. Afrikaner unity is definitely something of the past.

If we compare the ideas~ attitudes and perceptions of the Verli~te

and reform-orientated part of the Afrikaners - it comprises, I

hope, round about 60 per cent of the Afrikaners - with .the ideas,

attitudes and perceptions of the Jewish community, the differences

become less and the similarities more obvious:

(a) The religious differences remain. They may even become bigger

because the New Testament is more important to the Verligte

Afrikaners who are striving towards reconciliation between the

peoples of South Africa.

(b) The language differences are less important in the case of the

Verligte Afrikaners and they are also more urbanized and more

modern in their attitudes.
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Cc) In terms of the whole South African ideological spectrum

the Verligte Afrikaners take a position at centre and left of

centre and are hOPefully as reform-orientated as the Jews.

Cd) The Verligte Afrikaners are also more internationally-orientated

ard more sensiiive tow~rds the international opinion than

their Verkrampte counterparts. Given that the chains of the cul~

tural clan have been broken and that the close association between

the clan and the National Party has ended, the Verligte Afri-

kaners aie free to become more outward-looking and to develop

a greater sensitivity for the interests of the other population

groups in South Africa. We have reason to believe that the

Verligte Afrikaners have outlived the typical and cultural

immaturity of the Afrikaners. They, hopefully, realize that

the Afrikaners are no longer underdogs and can no longer think

and act like underdogs. Hopefully the Verligte Afrikaners
-

wi 11 becom e mnre auar'a of the responsibility resting
'. -

on their shoulders because of their position as political

"upp e r do qe v ,

Th e.re can be no doubt that the chances and the need for; a greater

understanding and even a rapprochement between Verligte and reform

orientated Afrikaners and the Jewish community are much better than

ever before. Th~ nature of our seemingly unsolvable internal

and external problems and the grave necessity for constitutional

reform, makes some form of understanding between the two groups

an imperative. Luckily it has become a real possibility. It will

become an even greater possibility if the Jewish community were to

realize that the Verligte Afrikaners, more than both the English and the

Jewish communities, have their roots in this African- and Third

World soil and for thiS reason perhaps have a better appreciation

of the structural nature and dimensions of many of our problems.

Allow me to say a few words about the English community in South

Africa. Altho~gh thevare dispersed over the whole ideological

and political spectrum and although the English Establishment has

never been such a well-integrated and closely-knit establishment as

either the Jewish or Afrikaner Establishments, it nonetheless has

a central point of gravitation. This central point of gravitation

in the English community is still the main unifying and also the

determining force of the direction taken by the Progressive Federal Party.



7

The English "Estmbl~shm~n't is kept together by its weal th, its

economic power, its mass media influence and its Victorian
r. _',' •

liberalism - something which is completely out of date. As lo~g

as the English Establishment remains what it is and remains the

unifying force behind the PFP, a broadly based rapprochement

between Verligte Afrikaners, the Jewish community and the English
I~ . .

community on behalf'of meaningful, realistic and viable reform
i

will not be pos~ible. Until such time when both the PFP and the

English Establishment become more realistic in their attitude

towards reform and get' rid of their anachronistic Victorian aI::ld

liberal ideologies, the Verligte Afrikaners, 'the Jewish commuMity

and the realistic section o~ the English community will have to

explore every possibility for samewerking - not necessarily within

the framework of the same political party - on behalf of meaningful

and ongoing refor~. The· ethnic and language groups in' the Whi te

community are confronted with common problems, w~ have a common

destiny and co~mon:r~sponsibilities. We will have to ~each some

understanding in ou~ search for common solutions for all the people

of South Africa. ! We have definitely reached a point where the

sec ti 0 na1 int ere st sof the di ffer ent ethnic 0 r 1an guage grou p-s have

to be suppressed ~n behalf of the general interest and the common

destiny of all ~he groups.

About one thing I want to be categoric. All the different groups

in the White community will have to get rid of their materialism

and their richma~'s cult. The demands of meaningful reform are of

such a nature that it has become imperative for all White South

Africans to underst~nd their long-term enlightened self-interest in

a proper way and to act accordingly. This implies that we will

have to be prepared to make rather big material, financial and also

intangible sacrifices in the short- and medium term in the prospect

of a more stable and prosperous future in the long-term.

If we concentrate on the similarities between the Verligte Afrikaners

and the Jewish people (here and in Israel) the important common

denominator is, to my mind, loneliness - ethnic and international

loneliness. When two lonely persons get to the point where they

can understand and appreciate the other one's loneliness, two can

become company. T~is can also happen with the Jews and the Verligte

Afrikaners.
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Through the ages the Jews have survived many onslaughts and

unfavourable conditons. This, to my mind, was only possible

because of a special instinct. which can be characterized as a

gut feeling. Given the internal and external dangers that con-

front South Africa, it may not be possible to survive without

this kind of gut feeling. Because of this, more than any other

reason, the Verligte Afrikaners need the company of their Jewish

compatriots.
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Professor S J Terreblanche
De_poartmen.t of Econami cs
Stellenbosch University
STELLENBOSCH
7600

Dear Professor Terreb lanche ,

32ND NATIONALCONGRESS- MAY, 1983

This is to confirm that you h aze kindly agreed to participate
in the proceedings of the 32nd National Congress of the South
African Jewish Board of Deputies, which will take place at the
Carlton Hotel, Johannesburg, from Saturday night, 28th May,
until Tuesday, 31st May, 1983.

The session in whieh you will be involved, is entitled
"South African Jewry in an Era. of Change". Mr Michael Katz,
our Congress Chairman, will p re s en t an overall view, which
should be about twenty minutes' long. Three topics will then
be dealt with, and they are:

Jews and the Non-Whi te Community - we are awai ting confirmation
regarding the speaker, but the participant will be a Black person.

The Role of the Board of Deputies and the Community in Political
Life - Adv. A Suzman Q C will deal with this subject, and your
topic will be "The Interaction be tween Jew and Afrikaner". The
time alloted for you, is be tween 15 and 20 minutes.·

The session is scheduled for Sunday, 29th May, at 20h15 until
22hOO. At the end of the session, there will be a discussion,
with questions from the delegates.

May I suggest that you allow us to book you on flight SA 314
departing from Cape Town at 14hJO, arriving at Jan Smuts at 16h25
on Sunday 29th May, and a return flight on Monday 30th, on SA 303
departing at 09.30, to arrive in Cape ,Town at Ilh35. Accommodation
will be booked for you at the Carl ton Hotel. If these times do not
sui t you, please let me know, 'so that the necessary bookings can be
done without delay.

We look forward to your participation in the Congress, and to
welcoming you as our gues t.

Yours sincerely, STEIN CONGRESSSECRETARY

32nd NATIONAL CONGRESS - 28·31 MAY 1983
ANNIVERSARY . 80 . JAARFEES

SHEFFIELDGEBOU KRUISSTRAAT 29 (HIv. MAINSTRAAT) JOHANNESBURG 2001 POSBUS 1180. JOHANNESBURG 2000 TELEGRAMME "DEPUTIES" TELEFOON 21-OHI
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16th Hay, 1983

Professor STerreblanche
Department of Economics
Universi ty of Stellenbos eh
STELLENBOSCH
7600

Dear Professor Terreblanche,

32ND NATIONAL C0NGRESS - 28 -.31 MAY, 1983

I have pleasure in enclosing your airticket for your flight to
Johannesburg, wi.th the flight times as reques ted.

As I will be at the Congress itself, I hope you will forgive my
not meeting you personally. Our driver will be at the airport
with a sign, bearing your name. He will take you directly to
the Carlton Hotel, where acconnnodation has been reserved for you.

On Honday morning, 30th May, our driver will call for you at the
hote I at 10. IS a.m, to take you to Jan Smuts Airport.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of our Congress Agenda,
which you may find interesting.

We look forward to welcoming you at the Congress. If you are going
to be in the hotel at lunchtime, and would like to attend the
luncheon, please let me know so that I can reserve a place for you.

Yours sincerely,

(MISS) SHIRLEY STEIN

CONGRESS SECRETARY

31st NATIONAL CONGRESS 31 MAY - 2 JUNE 1980
NOTE: New Telephone No. 21-0331
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SOUTH AFRICAN JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES

AGENDA CONGRESS 1983
---~----------------------~--~-------------

OPENING SESSION

SATURDAY, 28TH MAY, 1983

20h30

Welcome Dr I Abramowitz, Chairman
S A Jewish Board of Deputies

Chief Rabbi B M Casper

- al Mayor of Johannesburg
Councillor Alan Gadd

b) His Excellency, The Ambassador
for Israel, Mr ELankin

c) Chairman of the South JI.frican
Zionist Federatlon~ Mr I Kalmanowitz

Mr A Mendelow Q C

Mr A Goldberg

Opening Prayer

Messages

Tribute to Dr T Schneider

Formal Resolutions

ADD R Ë S S

Ihtroduction Mr M Kaplan

MR EDGAR BRONFMAN

President. World Jewish Congress

"WORLD JE~~RY TODAY"

Response and Vote of Thanks Mr A Suzman Q C, President,
S A JeWfsh Board of Deputies

Tea & Coffee

-----000-------

SUNDAY, 29TH MAY, 1983

08h30 - 09h30 . .. - Registration-----------------------------~---~-------------------------------------

09h30 - IlhOO CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

Chairman Dr I Abr-ernowttz

Introductory Remarks and
Proposals

Discussion

Mr M Katz

RESOLUTIONS

-----000-----
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llhOO - 12h45 THE EXTENT OF THE ANTI-SEMITIC THREAT TODAY

Chairman ~lrS Kessler

ADDRESS "The \1JorldSituation" Dr G Riegner

Panelists

South Africa Mr M Smith

The Religious Roots of Anti- Dr Jocelyn Hellig
Semitism

Discussion

RESOLUTIONS

12h45 - 14hl5 LUNCHEON

"IS SOUTH AFRICA CHANGING?"

DR F J DU PLESSIS

Chairman - Sanlam

Chairman

Thanks

Mr A Shand ling

Mr N Horwitz

-----000-----

14h30 - 17hOO Elections (Depending on whether
Constitution accepted or not)

-----000-----

14h30 - 17hOO JEWISH UNIVERSITY STUDENTS IN A CHANGING SOUTH AFRICA

Chairman Mr J Moshal

ADDRESS

Panelists

The Role of S A U J S

The Role of Acederni.cStaff

The Role of the Jewish Youth
Movement

Professor Philip Tobias

Mr Nevile Eisenberg, Chairman S A U J S

Mrs Sally FrankenthaI - Kaplan Centre

Mr J Broomberg

Discussion

RESOLUTIONS

-----000-----
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Chairman

SOUTH AFRICAN JEWRY IN AN ERA OF CHANGE

Mr M Kaplan

20h15 - 22h30

ADDRESS: An Overall View

Panelists

Mr M Katz

Interaction between the Black
and Jewish Communities Mrs b Mabiletsa

Mr A Suzman CJ CThe Role of the Board and the
Jewish Community in Political
Life

Interaction between the Afrikaner -
and Jewish Communities

Jewish Influences on South
African Society

Discussion

Professor STerreblanche

Mr WAM Clewlow

RESDuitIONS

-----000-----

MONDAY, 30TH MAY, 1983

20hOO - 22hOO

Chairman

PUBLIC MEETING ON SOVIET JEWRY

Mr D K Mann

Mr I SingerADDRESS

Vote of Thanks Mr T Blumberg

-----000-----

TUESDAY, 31ST MAY, 1983

10hDO - I2hOO FOCUS ON ISRAEL CLOSED SESSION

Chairman

Panelists

Israel and America

Israel g Africa

Israel and the Arab States

Mr J Weinstein

Mr I Singer

Dr E Lottem

Professor MArkin

r-

Discussion

-----000-----



12h15 - 14h15 LUNCHEON

Chairman

Vote of Thanks

Tribute to Mr I Teeger

.......

VALEDICTORY

RABBI NORMAN MENDEL

~LOOKING BACK - AND AHEAD"

MRS HELEN SUZMAN

Mr N Mendelaw

Mr C Jankelowitz

14h30 - 15h30

-----oDo--~--

Meeting of National Executive Council

. ".

-----000-----
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HAND Of fRIENSHIP EXTENDED AT BOARD CONGRESS:

JEWS SHOULD RESPOND TO CALL fOR ALLIANCE WITH
VERLIGTE AFRIKANERS

A PERSONAL REACTION BY
DAVID ABEL

fORNER ASSISTANT EDITOR or THE JEWISH I~ERALD (1958-1961)

r:L_ This year South African Jews found themselves - together with all other eec- .
..

. tions of the population - caught up in the mae.latrom of political change now st'ieep-

ing OVCl· the country. And within the context of a pewer struggle raging between

.various clashing interests, they were confronted \\litha challenge they could hard-

ly ignore: 3 call from verligte Afrikaners for an alliance with S.•A.Jewry in a

battle ,..hich the Prime Minister, Mr P W Botha, has described as bein~lInot between
\

black and white, but rather between those forces that would maintain civilized

standards in Southern African and these who seel< to destroy what has already been

established."

[In June', at the S.A ,Jewish Board of Deputies Congress, Or r J Da Plessis,

Chairman of Sanlam, and Professor Sampie Terreblanche (a key adviser to the Minister

of Constitutional Development, Mr Chris Heunis, an economist at Stellenbosch Uni-

versity~nd vice-chairman of the SABC) issued their call for Jews to support the

S A Government's present constitutional reforms.
r

[Dr Du Plessis maintained that.the new dispensation was the mast important

change in a country which had altered dramatically over the last 40 years. He be-

lieved the new plan would benefit all South Africans IIwho ,"Id work and stand to-

gether for the good of South Africa.~ In that spirit, prominent leaders of the

Jewish comnuni ty #who had always played a vital role in creating stability in '

South Africa should form part of an English and Afrikaans alliance."

[Prot~p. Terreblanche urged Jews and Afrikaners and "the realistic section of

the English communityit- to explore every possibility for samewerking (co-operation)

on behalf of meaning?~nd on-going reform.
5
'

[" Hc'"!believed come form of Afrikaner-Jtl\'1iahunderstanding was Imperat Ive in ViCl'!

of South !tfrica's grave internal and external situation and the need for constitu-

tional re-form.

2/
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(The Nationalist SPli7tad made it possible for "a rapprochement" between

Jews and Verligte Afrikaners, who comprised about 60% of Afrikanerdom.

L:AlthoU9h the Board of Deputi,;a~~~~s maintained that it did not represent

S,A,Jewry politically - that Jews as individuals belonged to all parties in the coun-

,-'_.

--
try and did n01SPeak with one voice on South African POliticA'nevertheless several de-

.legatee spoke during the subsequent debate. Their personal points of viet", however,

in no way represent, or even reflect, a craBs-section or a collective political at-

titude and should be seen in that light. ~eputies to the ~ard are not elected
/

as a result of comprehensive id~logical elections within the Jewish Community;
. ~ rN~ /"

they are merely indiv'duals af/special skillslwho are nominated at the sJ,Q~Ó3St: ~,J- ./

congresses, with the express purpose ofl~ type of "watch-dog" body to guard
h. ~

the community's general interests and to help maintia~various religfbus cultural, and

educational institutions. , .
. ~i-2

~Q So the question WhiC~~~: ta how should any thinking, sensitive South
'. ~

African Jew react to such a call for an alliance with;.ferligte Afrikaners and/request
A (

to "work and stand together for the good of the country", in -the words of Dr Du Plessis ...

[SubjectivelY speaking, as a proud Jew and lionist \od1ohas always been deeply

committed to the welfare of my co-religeonists, and as one who has always worn my

interest in Israel as a badge of honour, it is~aêR., pleasing to be able to

record)in these days of heartening change and national reconciliation between our va~

.rious population groups) that one can be a proud Sobth African by supporting the

current on-going process of stage by stage reform towards a more just society~IJ'

~

[xndeed loyalty towards both one's spiritual hedtage and to the country of one's

birth is perfectly reconcilfablE~ and mutually enriching.

~A crucial factor, in any objective analysi~ is the fact that South Africa is
/ ~uÁ-j

a most difficul~ country to adm~:~r. ~It' wa~ the Minister of Constitutional

Development, Mr Chris Heuni.s, who~emarked that "it is not possible to find perfect

solutions for an imper fect South Africa." I

3/ .••
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[Nevertheless, in spite of these difficultie.1jlthe Minister of Co-operation

.and Development, Dr Piet Koornhof, in an excellent TV interview with Dr Wimpie De
~~{_

Klerk, Lremarked: Itlfwe continue to go forward along our present path and succeed

in avoiding the long-predicted bloody revolution in South Africa, we will have ac-

hieved in this country, the miracle of the century." J~' 0', ~
d;.;;.~ .~

. [A telling poinijfor ~hose \-/howish to view the situation.~ . ., rr» is the
~~- ~R-NI~'P('&._S,A.±.....,..,..-JJc,

viewpoint expres~e~ _by,( RiMaICO-lm Mu-ggerfdgë-;-former éditor -o-r-the satirical 'funch
ll

~~f~ . =-
magazine, h . S~ry, feature tilted "And Then ~me the English",.

iV, ~~W~)e J- ':/:::;. ::::-
J__'~ said: "It seems to be more comfortable for English - speakers to be able to
. ~.

point a finger at those in authority; Jfhey would probably be horrified if they were

to be in power and then had to make the decisions."

~olitica~~~~ dur~~~~ar have certainly been far-reaching -

affecting the futures of us all. ~h Africans are presently witnessing the follow-

ing positive developments:

~(l) The rebirth of the peoples of Bophutatswana, Transkei, Ciskei, Venda and

many other semi- independant black states ~ all with their own sense of dignity, ~

ch~_jthe best they can for their awn peoples, with their different languages, cultures,

and aspirations)

[ (2) The upliftment of the Coloureds and Indians, by the promotion of their

rights at national level, sharing in decisions of mutual concern with W,ites, and be-
:;::;.

ing the sole authority over their own affairs; and

C ("J) The thorough examination, currently being undertaken at Cabinet level, to

resolve the problems and formulate a solution for the urbanglacks. ..:",

~

[0 Indeed a true liberal) Jewish or otherwfse - ~~.[pursuer of social justice

_ cannot but view the entire unfolding and developing social pattern without a sense

of pride.

~SUCh still-unresolved and complicated problems as the Group Areas Act, the Im-

morality Act, the movement of people from one area to another, and various other i1'-

ritanta in an imperfect South Africa - hoaef'ulIy "Jill increasingly be tackled by the

constructive, positive leaders of our country, through the various institutions and

channels p~esently being envisaged under the new constitutional dispensation ..

4/ •.
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[Three prominent South African Jews;in partieuI"') "r~laYing

important and highly significant roles in these
. e1S'~

Mr Abe Hoppensteinr,"the ~outh African Consul in
. -~~cj- )-"

~ ~ ~-~ the South African Foundation and Mr Theo Aronson of Port Eliaabeth in
. /- ,) "------

his capacity as aMember of Parliament within the ruling party. ,

LOn the other·~and, there are those :;;;~~~t'1~s;.'i;';~_P
seem to be unable to accept anything that emanates from the authorities.

[
\.1 ~C::!,;'ï .,~
!!hich gives rise to the following quewttmn :

- [When will fellow Jews finally rid themselves of their "holier-than-

th~ approach to issues of morality6 ?
~éertainlY, as the ~eoPle of the Book, we can take justifiable pride

in the Jewish contribution to morality in this world, but to imagine that

constantly changing times:
. t1'J~

New Yt9k, Dr Shl?m~ Pee;L 0'

we have a monopoly on \dsdom and morality is surely nothing less than sheer

arrogance - an arrogance which, I fear, is often strongly in evidence also
tq-

among some of outj_community leaders.

~SUCh sapctimonious hypocricy is particularly distressing to those who
(J:i:_ .

wish to build bridges between~various communities in this sub-continent •

. t.=" Again~subjectively speaking, although born an English-speaking Jew

in the Eastern Cape some 49 years ago, I consider myself to be one of those

who, fortu,nately, has been able to bridge the gap that exists artific=ally

between the two language groups in this country.

[M~ion from daily fist fights with young anti-semites during

the second wor Id ware years; through my years of ult1;'a- liberal anti-
19j1u.-z-

establishment student demonstration marches at Wits (earlYL~) to my pre-

sent-day active membership of the National Party, is a drama-filled story

in its own right. ~ u:z-~
~A~ a general guide t~attitude~thin the current South African poli-

tical spectrum, perhaps the situation was best summed up by Mr Ken Owen,
~J~~

Editor of the Sunday Express, WhO~ wrot e about th~~~ ~ .~~~~h-

speaking South African after the colouted labour Party's~~ to join

in the new dispensation. ~~~~~~-::-~ ...'---::;:> "~-Y""~
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(And for "English-speaking South êfricBn" one could well substitute "English-

speaking Jew").

~Mr Owen wrote:

~"English South Africa has been relieved at last of the dreadful burden

of trying to speak for the black communities. That thankless duty now passes
: {

to the coloured people, who are better qualified and better positioned, to

do the job.

["English South Africans, typically, have dozed their way through this·re-

volution in the conduct of national affairs. Perhaps their recent political

torpor stems from inertia, more likely from exhaustion. The guilty need to

repre~ent black people's interests has clung to their backs like a monkey ever

since Olive Schreiner protested against ~~ite supremacy.

~'NOW it is over. The decision by the Labour Party in Eshowe to accept

the Government's constitutional proposals has shifted the very axis of South

African politics. No longer will our politics revolve around the clash of

Government and Opposition, English and Afrikaans, pu~lic service and private

enterprise; now it revolves around the confrontation of white Afrikaner and

coloured Afrikaner, face to face at last.

£;'for English South Africans this should come as an immense relief. The

idea that they could speak for baack people from their position of pampered

impotence was always a vanity; it invited contempt from the Afrikaner and re-

jection by the blacks.

[INow, as a community, English South Africans can begin to discover who they

are, and what they really value - golf on Sundays? Their langl!age~ as an incom-
. ·{d

parable vehicle):!f the ideas of liberty? A thousand years of painfully accumu-

lated democratic heritage? Mon~? Or simply the whiteness of their skins?

[',It is 8 voyage of self-discovery that must be undertaken, and it is long

overdue.' English South Africans - and especially those of their leaders who

have made a profession of representing unfranchised blacks more than their own

voters -- _... '.~., '!! ,"

6/•••
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be patronised rather

than patronising; but thatis the truth

~~ Owen conc~uded: ~n time, when they have discovered their own identity,

and thrashed out their own values, and learned to protect their own legitimate

interests, they may also discover B new and appropriate role for themselves."

[
-y::..Y--y:;. t< -,.c

Taking e leaf out of Mr Owen's book, and after careful analysis over the

yearsfone comes to the inescapable~ conclusion that the aim of the

powers now in control of the country's affairs is to secure an ethnically-

protected, multi-racial society in a confederation of states, with a broadly-

basad, common South Africanism •

. {In the unique racial mix that is South Africa, comprising what even Time

t4agazine onee called tithe white tribetlf coloureds, Asians, and over 12 di ffe-
~

rent black natio~ t:._~ ~e_~~~··· ~~~

~êws are white English or Afrikaans speaking .South Africans. Vor us to ig-
) ~

nore or deny that physical reality within the context of the country's politi-

cal power struggle/would be both foolhardy and naive.

[ThiS has nothing to do with raciali~m or.discr,mination, but everything

to do with group identity and self-pres.ef~tion •.?
--.-.:..--

_·-€~;;~ns~~se--~Ucta·tes that ~/e plan our future and protect our own interests

accordingly, seeking out our natural allies. • ~~ .r: ~~~~~ ~c And so, the cardinal tene~~~~~he S.A"millieu)

is the principle of social justice, based on the ~ concept of mo-

~i-?-'A:.-.s-i~"" .~~~-l' _in..ed to the very real issue of 5elf-preservat~on.

[• I perceive my enemy as godless communism and radicalism, not any other
." ~~-~.

group in our beautiful country, with its remarkable human and natura~-&ID~oosGes

My allies would be the constructive leaders of both Afrikane~~JBlack nationa-

lism. f)~ r).._
[AndJ~'-..9S a Jew;conscious of my people's tragic historicfperspec-

Uva, I naturally do not countenance discrimination of any kind, summing up my

Jl_. ·
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o~~reign Ministe)j£il< Botha) who saidgeneral approach in the memorable words

he was "prepared to die for my country, but not for a sign on a toilet."r:. 't<- <«: ~ --r::- r:-~L Against that background, personal experience has taught me that the edu-

cated enlightened Afrikaner is the veritable salt of the earth within South African

soc~ety. . ~ 11 4.-1 //.:h_,~r !Ii "..._.-...r- ~ "/ ,. -;
L-An3",it is appropiate that tribute be paid to the intellectual leadership provided

by such men as Dr Wimpie ~ I{lerk, Professor Sampie Terreblanche, and Dr Willie

Esterhyse - men who personify everything that is best in Afrikanerdom.

C=-In the unique political minefield of South African politics their courageous

and articulate path-finding (which basically recognises the dignity of the humsn

spirit as applied to the needs of all our peoples, while at the same time propa-

gating the art of the possible within the realities of South Africa) is an inestim-

able contribution to the welfare of our country. Their efforts, indeed, provided

conceived.

the intellectual and moral basis upon which the Governmen(s present plans have been
tb:.

And no serious student 0!Zcurrent po~itical scene could regard his in-

formation as being complete if he has not digested the ideas of these three out-

standing academi es .,1le certafnly would not be able to reach an entirely obljective

assessment of the complicated political trends motivating present constitutional

deV~_OPtllents. . ~ ~ .

.L And for thatj~ intellectual powerhouses deserve nothing but

4BID unstinting praise.

~ It is in that spirit of 'verligtheid (enligh~nt) that all South 'African Jews
~

(and others of whatever colour or~~ed) who wish to support tbe sensible and mode-

rate formula of stage by stage reform, should 'I,holeheartedlywelcome the hand of
.FA-M/'I£

friendhip now being extended by verligte Afrikaners like Pro{~3 Terreblanche.

~~~~ticiP.te, togetherwith all the other positiveelements,in an

on-going proces~ of peaceful change towards a more just society in South Africa.

[And so, in the year 1983, it is the constructive Afrikaner and..Black leaders-

BI ••
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the Bathes, the H den rikses, the Rajbansis, the Mangopes, and the Thebehalis

among many others - who hold the k tr - ey 0 the future.

LAlready the leaders of the Labou-r Pt" I. L~tY-~~')ar y and the Nt· ~vlh--- :/
shown that they are able t a Ional Part.)1.__have amply

o accept the challenge f - ~
with heart-warming 8tat~ h' _ 0 A__ ' 0 our times, courageously GattFano lp) o-c--«: N'~ ~rk. J - " ,'-

(;ThU8 with th" ~ ~ .I e com~ng referendum, the burning .

S

-' unavoldable que t'
outh African Jews is' 9 aon now before.

, . in the complex reality fo current 5 A lit' ~
Jews who over po lCS, can th se

the years may have opposed the ruling p t f
'16n have been valid then _ ar y .or reasons which could

, can they also show the s. arne courage and ad t t

present challenge of the times? ap_ 0 the

~opefUIIYf more and more are doing just that.=:
END ~----... --------_._--

------~-_..__ .__ ._...,.._.---------~.-


