US market to spur economic development In their countries and provide
retailers such as Macy's and West Elm are getting in on the act

RUSTIC CHIC A group of artisanal items on display at a West Elm store in New York. From laft te right: rustic vases made by
a family in the Philippines, a llama piggy bank from Peru, a papler-miiché sculpture from Haitl and beaded coin pouches from
Gustemala. There have been growing initiatives to help artisans from some of the poorest global reglons gain sccess to the
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The contemptible living conditions of black
children should ignite the conscience of white
and black elite groups who enjoy an undeserved
wealth, argues Sampie Terreblanche

wenty years ago, in Lite November, | was the first person
to pive evidence on the role of business and labour under €
aparthesd before the Truth and Reconciliation Commussion

CIRC) imstitutional hearings

I pruposed that @ wealth tix ought 10 be levied.
he incume could be used 1o set up o resttution fund W

help alleviate the w

poverty in South Africa

The proposal elicited mbust disapproval. One newspaper cancatured

me as an alien appanton from outer space

The most strident entiques car
Rembrandt, De Beers and Anglis American

For mstance, Ann Bernstein it
“Corporanons are not mstitutons [or mora)
nstitutions desygied 10 promote some or
workd Other instiutons exlsi to fulfil these

But, to her credit, Bernstemn admiited «
what was considered 4 crime against humaniry
play. There
and ieas. Business in Sonth Africs accommodated
ttsell to the apartheid systery
tor v swealth Ly was based on

e and pervasive poverty, inequaliry and

unemployment in which at least half of South Africa's
popula vstemically trapped. The
testimony motnated me 0 WIne the fxeok A History
of Inequality 1 S which thesse
sructural poverty dyiamics were cipvassed (i full
hustorical pers pective
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socioeconamic problems expeciaily in the black

communits, has been o core fegrure of the cconumv.

About 205 of the population 15 beng advantiaged
I und 1wy

We could subdivade ths a0 o twa groups of
10% each I white and (0% Black Andd 40% of the

papulation «oukl b2 descnibed as undeservedly

Impes erihed
This leaves us with thive well defined gr

white eliiy Black elide and 5 very poor mostly
black, mass
Keep i mand that the enuining $0% of the
population s lar dependent on very liw wages
® In (ne cor e danger s tnangle, th
white elne bves ¥ up with undeswrved wealth and

extravagan «

® I rhe second comner the black elite als
gl
® 10 the thitd Lorne
wndd (bepri atn

mhumane prver

If the { o romers af the trangde reflect a troe verson of  for South Africa
the wwnith Afrcan real ! hould s chi about it Japan and belg all behw OET)

1 would e o ndereathimate the danger The false distinetion being made by some berween & COTTIPE ~Zupta
loxhend ane 1 weaith black elite and the wivked white monopoly capital ble shewtld ease and
The white ha ai s the years of e expbcn nt nade by the entire society ta end the o

fan van Beebevch it money” passed domn that perva .
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“Life is ot a morality 7
very few peuple who give up everything for their bebiefs

ovets unury and

the bl k saporny barely survives
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wealth

e whire elite manifests wealth in ostentatious mansiens, expensive
v, luxury apparel and extravagant holidays

The black elite also accumulated much money. mostly in the more
This elite group 1s 2 nousea
one. Much hke the white elite, the black elite likes 1o publich flaunt s

riche that abso behaves like

Our third dangerous corner i the South African economy s the

access
1t 18 the eye
The
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They are not

undeserved poverty and deprivation allocated In onerwhelmung measure
to the black majomy. The deficit of the masses m.
means and basic needs, such as food. clothes, shelier. medicine and

all levels of education

of the youth that should ouch the hearts of the elites
eyes of the muss of chidren are sunk deep into their sockets, with
our children now stunted by malnourishment

ts. itsell in Lack of

Ihese are eves of

poor children that cannot “close™ but must remain “open” w relay 4

It would be a
colossal mistake
to ignore or
underestimate
the dangers
locked into this
unequal division
of income and
wealth
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clear message W the wealthy their numbers have risen 1o more than
of all aur children Indeed, below the Stats SA “upper bound
poverty line™ of K992 5 month (@ wonsenvatne measure), we find at least

53% of South Afncans

It 1s mue that many adults and chudren in this
third corner receive state subsidies However, the
subsidy system 15 weakened by numerous
deficiencies,

The subsudies are not sufficient (just RIS0 5 month
1o ravse 5 childy and many subsidies fall by the
wayside in the delivery process

Black chuldren are the nuin source ol concemn
Thelr living conditions SO Contemy e that it
should yomire the conscience of both elite groups.
What exacily are the twa elite groups doing
allevidte the circumstances of the masses?

Twenfy years after the TRC, the wealih tay

propotal hus vet to get sufficient attenon. The TR(
mooted 3 wealth Lix 45 one of 3 set of
ecommendations In s final report The ANC

government rejecied the proposal Last year the
Davis Tax Commussion offickally invited proposals for
a wealth tax

The TRC and government's tailure to make o
vsfemic intervenbon ity the structural neyualities
of post colonial and post aparthend South Africa has
resulted o deepening of peverty and inequity
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