Dennis Webster

denville lies in the

middle of the non

descript expanse

between  Kroonstad

and Heilbron in the
Free State In the town fancifully
named for the Garden of Eden
Sample Terreblanche picked up
the hoarse Afrikaans accent
with which he would later artic
ulate some of the most scathing
accounts of dispossession and
poverty in SA.

Terreblanche was born into
an Afrikaner nationalist family
during the economic depres
sion. drought and Calvinism of
the 1930s. which sparked his
interest In the economy. and
how it should be organised

Terreblanche 1s now 84
years old He describos in jos
thick Edenville accent. a lfe of
extraordinary transformation as
“very interesting and very chal
lenging” He has always com
municated as much with his
hands as he has with his words
They have taken on a goufl
accent thrown out wide in
ridicule of US triumphalism. or
lifting three chubby fingers to
llustrate that the ANC's calami
tous concessions  during  the
transition were either the result
of coercion. being convinced by
neoliberalism or being bought
by big business

Inword. gesture, and some of
the: more important economic
histony wniten in SA. Terre
blanche has  provided  some
unpopular explanations for the
morose economic realiies faced
by the majority of citizens When
writing History of Inequality in
South Africa he did not find the
seeds (hat germinated into the

country s intractable social divi
sions in apartheid or in the
mcomplete democratic revolu
tion that succeeded it He found
them in the artival of Furopean
settlers in 1652

Where the mainstream now
lavs the blame for poverty
squarely al the feet of a faled
ANC. Terreblanche  has  not
wavered from an inssstence on
the paramount roles plaved by
slavery and indentured servi
tude. land theft and deprivation,
neoliberalism — and  western
transnational corporations

Hus trenchant crtique of the
democratic  project retans @
searing evaluation of the ruling
party Terreblanche  maintains
that secrel meelings between
the ANC and big business
hoehind the high walls of Harn
Oppenhelmer s catate arnd
Development Bank of Southern
Africa  Jaid the foundations for
the continued beggary of the
majority  The difference now
adays Is that ete compacts are
no longer made in secrel they
are celebrated Before jetting off
o Davos (o assure the global
economile elite that SA was
safe bet again following his clec
tion as ANC president. a grinning
Cyril Ramaphosa remarked thar
he was looking forward 1o one
of the event's hottest ickets  a
wine tasting 10 be held al the
Hotel Ewrope

Ramaphosa was not alone in
his excllement A champagne
cork cannoned appropristely off
the celling on the first clay of the
sumunit.  bricfly  interrupting
Pw('s announcement of record
levels of CFO confidence And
the IMF upgraded its forecast for
gobal economic growth follow
ing President Donald Trump's
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Dissident
has stood
firm against
inequality

@ Terreblanche has insisted on role played by slavery.
land theft, neoliberalism and transnational corporations

large tax cuts for the wealthy in
the US

There i1s no stronger confir
mation that prevailing economic
orthodoxy, and those revelling
in it from Davos 1o Sandton.
remamn as vulnerable to Terre
blanche's reproach as ever

A recent study found that
South Afnican citizens think that
CEOs cam 28 times more than
the average worker In reality
they eam 54 (mes more SAs
wealthiest top 10 . now own
93, of all wealth in the country
Ihe richest South Africans are
among the richest people in the
world and the poorest are
among the poorest. It 1s Terre
blanche’s phantasm wrif large.

His appraisal of SA's incqual
it 15 more compelling because
as a member of the Nauonal
Party wnd the Brocderond. he
spent decades in the belly of the
apartheid beast, which consol
dlated  colontalism’s  economic

gains  He became  intimateh
familiar — with  the  political
arrangements  (hat - evenhually

madc democratic SA the world's
most unequal economy

His mounting criticism of a
system organised 1o benefit his
community al the expense of
others eventually threatened his
connection o his people in the
1980s His relationship with the
Alrikaner establishment ended
mn a stormy confrontation with
then president PW Botha

ey screamed at cach other
across a Tuynhuls desk ina dis
cussion about whether there
was stch a thing as “good apart
heid”  Terreblanche  later
described the necessary pro
cess of severing his “Afrikaner
[ jal veins” and the many
friendships it cost him. as

Unwavering: Sampie Terreblanche shows that state capture, which is associated with the Gupta family in SA haunted the country before demaociacy His support for
democracy earned him the wrath of the National Party. and his support of a wealth tax ostracised him in democratic SA  Marianne Pretorius

painful” Erstwhile fellow Broe
derbonders now refer to him as
a “naive academic furious for
the part he eventually playved in
giving in 1o “the ANC (and their
British  godfathers)  demands”
which left the Afrikaners “with
absolutely o power base and
completely at the merey of the
black majority

The University of Johannes
burg this weck hosted a svin
posiun 1o pay rbute to him The
all day programme was divided
nto  sessions  titled  From
Broederbond 10 Rebel (he life
and tmes of Sample Terrc
hlanche, Lost in Transformation
and the origimal “state capture
dehate 1990, Westem
Empues. SA Assimilation and
Ihe Fightback Against Inequal
ity Speakers included the coun
ry's top economists, politic
sclentists. paliticians and polin
cal activists

Terreblanche has alwavs
insisted that coming 10 termis
with whai he referred 10 as (he
plain misers” of South African
poverty must begin with the
acknowledgment that it does
NOLCeMSE i a vacuum - history
matters  He  suggesis  that
nequaliy was hardwired o
the postapartheid economy in o
Aite compacts between
politictans and capitalises during

the democratic Lransition. Some
were laid out at Davos

In 1992, lormer president
Nelson Mandela listened as the
leaders of the world economy,
drunk on the free fow of capital
following the fall of the Berlin
Wall, insisted that any radical
ccononuc reforms. in SA would
incur their wrath

Eite
Pt al TUles s ot a new game.
While “Guplta® may be the sur
name on cvervone’s lips now
adays. Terreblanche shows that
state capture haunted SA before
the advent of democracy

Before Fskom's back was
broken by a private grasp for
public goods the Ruperts,
Oppenheimers and other cap
fains of the apartheid economic
system helped establish a tax
regime (hat guaranteed the con
imied privilege of the economic
clites who had funded and prof-
itesd ohscencly from apartheid

e prophetic social diag

noses of Terreblanche extended
bevond state caplure

Long belore Thomas Piket
t's Capital in the Twenty- First
Century brought wealth taxes
nto the manstream, he pre
senied evidence at the Truth and
Reconcillation Commission
(TRC) of the wealth that had
been tlegitimately accumulated

inerests  authoring

during colonialism and apart
held and called on the ANC gov
emment to tax it

His support for democracy
eamed him the wrath of the
National Party, and his suppart
of the wealth tax ostracised him
in democratic SA.

The call for a wealth tax was
a continuation of Terreblanche’s
practice of breaking with the
myth that Afrthaner nutornadiscs
were apartheid's primary ben
eficlaries. and exposing the prof
its of all white business. His sug
gestion was met with derision
by big business and both ends of
the political spectrum

DA MP JAMES SELFE
DISMISSED BUSINESS’
APARTHEID
LIABILITIES AS A
‘VAGUELY CONCEIVED
COLLECTIVE GUILT

DA MP James Selfe dis
missed  business'  apartheid
liabiliies as a “vaguely con
cefved collective gullt”  and
called a wealth tax “ahsurd”
Anglo suggested that corpors
tions had no “moral purposes”

Thabo Mbeki's government
rejected the call for a wealth tax

when it considered the TRC s
final report in 2003

Buckling under hard lobby
ing by whichy
promised billions of rand (0 Ix
redistributed as reparation for
apartheid.  the  government
opted instead for voluntary con
tributions from business. When
Mbekis term ended business
had  contriboted barely
dan Kiba w1 rope
yams during aparthesd Little s
been contrnibuted since

It is rare for a crime 1o
known while its punishnn
remains undetermined. The fail
ure lo heed calls. made by Te
reblanche and others. (0 hold 1y
economic crimes of apartheid 1o
account mewns that accumls
tion with
abandon.  The onlv  thing
remarkable about the roulet
Markus Jooste played with pub
lic pensions is that it becam
public. we know about it All gy
while poor Seuth Mricans stand
Proxy lor adelinguent o anomic
elite that 2o uncheched

For those who put stk in
political labels Tormeblanchy s
no Marxist And  despite his
scathing attacks on white cap
italists. he doesnt consider him
sell a racical Leaning o the
senlence as 18 his custom he
once sad L ame for a o

big business

o
awanent of i

continues reckles

dlemodratic sastem
The problem for Terreblandhe,
however s that there has boen
nothing, demecrafic about cap
alism for decad

Other than a brief penod in
the West after the Second World
War. humanity has onl known
“unbridied  capitalism’  under
which system the market has

conteolled I demo
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remams
dhsrupuon of the cndless pre
semtand o renundes that the
story of how the counimy 8
here should be at the heart of
decidiog how o et our

The Free St sl delights
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