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i B el A. THREE GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES

3 E gan imperialism (colenialism) in Africa.
® e e s e When explalning the process of change in South Africa - bath itsg

C. The poverty and regressive devslopments in Africa. achlevement and its reterding facters - to a forzign audienge,
it is slways useful to logk 2t it in *he one ar oth2r global
D. UWestern Europe's responsibility towsrds Africa, perspective. I want to mention three such global A¥Fapet

: tives and choose une of them as fremework for this lonture.
E. ©South Africe's actual and potential role in the sub-

continent. 1. Firstly, we can lock at South Africa as the ernly remaining
New Europe in Africa. If we look &8t &8 wcrld mep, it is
PART 1T ‘remarkable that the European peninsuls of the Eurasian Conti-
e nent createsNew Europes on bath tha Narth American and the
South American continents and on the Rustralian Corftinent.
Of all the potential New Eurcpes that were created on the
African (the sp-~called Dark} Continen%, South Africa is the
only remaining one. What we want to aechieve in South Africsa
is to maintain this Europeam settlement and to protect our
8. The role of the economy in the process of conetitutional Western values and civilization. lWe regard the maintenance
change. of & strang Western orientated civilization énd economy in
South Afrieca as of the utmost importsnce,not only for the

FUTYRE ECONGMIC AND POLITICAL PERSPEGCTIVE FOR SOUTH AFRICA

A. The need for structursl reform in the South African

microcosm.

C. The split in the National Party and the unleashing of
whites but alsa for the maintenance of crder and prosperity

refarming powers.
on the whole subcontinent.

2. Secondly, we cen regard Sputh Africa 88 & microcosm of the
macrocosm of the First and the Third Yorlds. The populatinnse
of the Firat, Second and Third Worlds ere approximately 700 m,
1300 m, 2100 m reepectlively. As an ex-colonial world the
Third World is still part of the so-called Cepitalist Warlg
System. If we do not teke the Second World inte account,
the First World's (or the North's)populetion is & arnd the
Third lWerld's (the South's) population g of the Capitalistic
World System,
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South Africs (taken in its larger or original size) has a WESTERN EURODOPE AND AFRICA - [91a

populetion spproaching 28 milliaon. We can regard 7 million
s First World people and the remaining 21 million a&s Third
World peaple (in different stages of development). Thisg
also pives us a ratio of g o g . Defined -in this manner
Soguth Africae's microcosm is equal to 1/100th of the macrocoam
of the First and Third lWorlds.

From a development point of view a remarkable set of structu-
ral similarities exist between the First and Third World
"sectors" (or between the "cores" and the "peripheries") of

the micro— and macrocpsms respectively. Becsuse of these
structural similerities South Africa is not only in guantita-
tive terms & microcosm of the mecrocosm, but also, and espe-

cially, in gualitative terms. Ag a3 gualitative replica (or
a pocket book edition) of the macroceem, the South African mi-
crocaosm represents, in philosophical termg, the etructure and

dimensiong of the macrocasm and has become a3 kind of focal

point for the probleme of the world of tomorrow. In thie sense

the microcosm defines the urgency of the problems of the mecro-

cosm in 8 caoncentrated and in a rather transperent way. If
one tekes 8 bird's-eye view of the structure and problems of
the microcosm,it is ®s if Lt becomes a crystal hall in which
one can perhaps "see™ the structure-and problems of the higger
world of tomorrow. If one looks into the crystal ball the
inevitability of 8 structural change to a new order in both

cosme seems rather clear cut. This is perhaps one of the

most Important similarities between them. An important

difference between the twa coems is thet the timespan in which

guch a structural change can bhe brought ebout in @ peaceful way
is considegrably shorter in the cese of the South African micro-

cosm. British

French
Another difference is that the macrncqam consiets of 120 - 140 ﬂBelgian
odd independent countries while the microcosm is only one
political unity (if we do not take the Transkei, Buphuthatswana, E'German
etc. into account). If I had had the necessary time E]'°°"“g“95“
8t my disposel I could have put forwerd & strong argument that Egﬂnaﬁa"
the "nation state" dimenseion is from B structural and long- ESpaanh
term view not me important es people may like to believe. [:]!ndependent
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In both cases the "cores" (or the Northern part) are highly
industrislized, with high agricultural productivity, a highly
schooled and malnly Wnite population, a high level of per
cepita income and @ low level of populetien growth. Bath

the "peripheral sectors® (or the Sputhern part) are rela-
tively unindustrislized, with low productivity in agriculture,
8 mainly non-White population, a relatively low level of
education, low levels of per capite income and very high popu-

lation growth rates.

If we regard Western Europe and Africa s a kind of "Middle
Hemisphere® - parallel to the Western Hemisphere of the Bme-
ricas — in which Western Europe forms the "North" and Africae

the "South", fthen we can thirdly regard South Africa as a
microcoem of the Middle Hemisphere with its own'"Developed North"
and its own "Developing South".

The prouwing confrontation between the North end the Socuth has
been articulated in several scholarly publications in the last
few years. The Hammersjold, the Rio- and the HBrand reports
(end the Canclin Conference) emphasize the shrinking of the
planet and the growing interdependence hetween nations - eape-—
ciaslly between the First and the Third World. All these
reports (and the Cancin Conference) contain @ severe warning
thet the world will collepse cetastrophicelily 1f it is not
passible to find one or another kind of glabal solution that

will change the structure aof the internatiomal order in such

a8 way that the pet flow of wealth will be from the core to the
peripbery. They see great dangers if wealth continues to
flow from the periphery to the core as may be the case between
several countries pituated in the South and North regpec—
tively.

If we want to build a betier world and if we want to prevent
catastrophic developments in the South, the (rich) North will
have to find aolutions or formulas to mlleviate the severe
and mounting problema of the South on the following three
levels:

{(a) i.e. the South (or Third World) of the global macro-

COBm.

(b) Africa as the South of the Middle Hemisphere

(c) and in the "Southern part" (i.e. mainly the Black
part) of the Sputh Africanm microcosm.

THE EFFEET OF EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM (CDLONIALISM) IN AFRICA

Enough has been written about the Merth-South problem on the
First)nr global level. Being in Western Eurnpe,I want to
concentrate on the role the North (in thi= case Western
Europe) can play to ease the North-South tension on the secaond
and third levels, i.e. in black Africa and in black South
Afriga.

For the lsst 100 years the econpomic histaries of Western
Europe and Africa were wery clasely interwoven. Far more or
lesa the first three guarters of thet century Africs was in-
tensively colonlzed by Western Eursngean countries. During the
last. querter the African countrieg were pnlitically'deculnnizeﬁ.

(S5ee Map)

Perhaps it ia still too early %o make a proper evaluation of
the merite and demerits of Uestern European imperialism and
decolonizaetion in Africa (5.A. excluded), but any discussion
on the North-South relationship in the Middle Hemisphere pre-
supposesa some oplnion ebout Western Europe's politicsl and

econcmic involvement in Africa.

Many people ~ esperially from an African and South African
point of view - regard both Western Europe's political and its
ecanomic invalvements in Africa as very unfortunate for Africa.
Perhaps the negastive effect of Western Europe's involvement in
Africa is mainly the result of the fact that the direct and
active forms of colonlzation start top late and end toa early,

and because the process was too much a case of imperialism

and too little one of colonization and Eurnpeanization.

In the case of South Africa, the result of colonization and
decolonizetien is probably more positive.
much earlier end on a relatively more intenslve scale {com-
pared with other Afriecen countries). Given the large vested
interests of Western Europe and of Western Eurcpean people in

South Africa, "colonizetion" - in the sense of Europeanization -

In our cese it started



is still maintained. The positive velue pf this earlier

start and the continuing involvement of European people

in South Africa cannot easily be overestimated because it trane-
farmed South Afri:é into a real New Europe comparable with the
other New Europes in the Americas and in Australia and New

Zealand.

Do not misunderstand me. I do not cuntend that colonialism

and imperialism are positive phenomena. History furnishes
proof of good and bad forms of colonialism.

rience of Western Europesn colonialisesm geems to be rather

Africa's expe-
unlucky. It put 8 process of modernisation and Europeani-
zation into motion that destabilized the suthentic cultures
and living patterns of Africa but this precess does not seem
to be strong enough to maintain B healthy pracess of growth,
development and modernization. The end reegult of the European
involvement in Africa is 8 population explosion, & disruption
of rather. stable politicel and sociel petterns, and unattain-
ahle spiral of rising expectations and politicel and cultural
instahillty.
infrastructures and living patterns end attitudes created in

the colonial period and adapted in the post-colonial period,

are still very badly adapted and disfunctlonal to the needs of
the African situastion. It will take a long, long time befaore -
if ever ~ some kind of equilibrium is restered in Africa as far

The economig, political end organisational

as an own purpose and Ffupnctional sccial, ecanomie and
political institutions are concerned.

THE POVEARTY AND REGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA

There can be no doubt about the misery 1n Africa, The presant
per capith GNP of Africa is estimated at less that % 500, while
the per cepita GNP in Western Europe is presently more than

# 7000, eand that of South Africe % 2200. Unfortunately income
is divided much more umegqually in the South then in the North.

Consequently maore than 50 per cent aof the population of Africa

lives in absplute poverty or below the so-called Besic Human

Needs line.

There can elso bhe no doubt about the political instability

in the Africen states that were given (so-called) independence

with democratic constitutions after the Second murlﬁ War.

Bince 1952 not less than 55 successful caup d'Btat have taken place
in Africa. It ig really high time for the Western World %o
realiee that democracy is a luxury product of the relative

highly industrialized countries aof the First anld that cannot be
exported to the Third World and especially not to Africz.(Ta

put it in a figurative lenguage: democracy is a Fard car

that is conspicuously mot suited for the rough roads af Africa.)

At the first Economic Summit Conference af the OAU at Lagos,
in April 1980, the Secretary-Beneral of the 0AU, Edem Kodjo,
stated guite bluntly: "Africa is in deadly denger, its sur—
vival is 8t ateke, yes Africa is dying.” There can be no

doubt about the truth eof this statement. Africa north of the
Limpopo ie dying in more than one sense of the word. The
poverty and the regressive developments in Africe ere Articulated
in alarming and unambiguous language in the latest report of

the World Bank.

The population explosion in Africa is illustrated in Table 1.
In 1970 the populstion of Africa {South Africa excluded) and
After 10
years Africa's population ‘is nearly 100 million more than that

Western Europe were bath more or less 330 million.

of Western Europe and it may be 400 million mare by the yesr
20400t

TAELE 1

POPULATION GROWTH DF THE MIDDLE HEMISPHERE

v . e P

1970 1980 2000 Growth raté
1970-200
mill, mill. {mill. %
estern Europe (North) 330 1] 370 0,k
Africa (South)?’ 330 440 | 780 2,8
South Africa 22 28 L5 2,4
Blacks . 15,4 20,3{ 34,8 2,8
Whites 3,8 Ly is 5,3 1,1
Coloured 2,1 2,5 3,7 1,9
Asian 0,7 0,8 1,2 1,8
Total 682 813 1175 1,8
Source: United Nations: World Pupulafinn trends and pros-

pects by epuntry, ~ 1950 - 2000,
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WESTERN EUROPE'S RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS AFRICA

I think it is very importent that people end countries in
Western Europe start to ask themselves the following gquestion:
What is the responsibility of Western Europe (and South Africa)
touwards Africa's slarming problems - taking into consideration
both the growing poverty, the immense misery, the instability
and the slow death of Africa on the one hand snd the long and
clpse historic links between lWestern Eurﬁpe and Africa on the

pther hand.

Let us take a close look at Western Europe (and the rest of thae

Western World's) responsibility towards Africa:

Firstly, +the countries of lestern Europe are the ex-—
colonial powers of Africa. Given the nearly bankrupt
and disruptive legacy they left Africa in the overhasty
decolonization process efter the Second World Wsr, the
Western European countries have to shoulder a great part

of the blame for the present misery in Africa.

Secondly, Western Europe's wmulti-national firms sre still
very active in Africa in the expleitetion of very lucrs-

tive prnjebts. In many caeses the térms of the contracte
and the ensuing activities are out of all reasonable pro-
portione in favour of the multi-nationals. In the long

run this state of affelre cannot be maintained.

Thirdly, in the ildeological confrontation between East
end West, Africe ls of enormous strategic value to Weatern
Europe end to the West in general.

Finally, and most importantly, Western Europe has from a
moral and human rights point of view an inescapable respaon-
sibility to rescue the dying Continent.

The situation in Africe ie already so desperate that there oan no
longer be any doubt about Western Europe's (and the reast of the
Western World's) responsibility towards rescuing Africa. Given
the desperate conditions in Africa, the only operational guestion
ought to be concerned with the forms of rescue-measures that

will be eppropriate in the clrcumstances. In this connectlon

the Official Development Aid (DODA) of Westerm countries

and the Lemé&é arrangement of the Eurspean Economic Eémmunitv
are important steps in the right directicn. Nonetheless
they are far from adequate. Even if these forms of aid are
inereased, they will still be inadequate.

forms of ald will have to be implemented before the rescue

Several pther '

attempts can be successful.

I want to mention four things that must be taken into account
in the formulation and execution of an eppropriate aid pro-

gramme towerds Africa:

Firstly, a ned philosophy towards development aid will have

to be formulated in which the short-term netional self-
interest of the donor countries will have to play & smaller
role. At present less than % % of the GNP of Northern
Countries ia given as 0.D.A. to the Third World countries. To
formulate a8 new aid prngramme,péople in Western Europe (and

ln the rest of the Western World) will have to get rid of their
deep-rooted attitude of looking at the world through the
glesses of the nation stete-idea and its short-term self-

This nation state-ides is not as sacred as pep-
1

interests,
ple may be inclined to think. It is rether hypoeritical
for people in the Western World to be very strangly in
favour of universal humen rights hut to protect the inviola-
bility of their‘snvereignity and their (short-term) national
self-interest with egual strength and with 11tt¥;lcnnnern

for the desperaste and deteriorating situatian in Third World

and especlially in Africa.

Secondly, people from Western European countries will have
to get meore directly inmvolved in the development snd rescue

4) Justas the Ancien Regime gave way to a system of Middle Class
Democracy at the turn of the 19th century, and it in its
turn gave way to the syetem of Peoples Democracy at the be~
ginning of this century, so in due time the idea of sovereign
nation states - of which some are rich and others are very
poor - will have to give way to one or other form of a New
Internationsl Economic and Politicsl Order.




projects in African countries. Hundrede and thousands
of teachers, engineers, doctors, nurses, administrative
personnel, etc,, wlll have to work for long periods in
different forms of "peace corps"-operatipne. If thig
invalvement is going to be regarded as a disguised form of
cultural_imperialism, it will be & pity because Africa
cannot be rescued without it. Western Europe (and the
rest of the Western World) will have %o recolonlze Africa
in ane way or snother, sooner than most people realize._
For this reason, people in the Western World must get rid
of their hang-ups sbout the so-called ugliness of colonia-

lisnm.

Thirdly, strangely enough, Western European people, espe~
cially those with the necessary empathy for the people and

the sorry plight of Africa, will have to agslet Africa in
sttempte to caonceptuslize a development idee and a develnp-
ment ptrategy that will he funmctionsl in the Africe situation.

Finally, attempts to rescue the dying Southern part of the
Middle Hemisphere can only succeed if the potential of

South Africa (as an integral part of the Southern pert of
the Hemisphere) is used to & far graatér extent than is the
case at present. © Any large~scele Bttempts to rescue Africa
without the strategic contribution South Africs can make,

is doamed to fail. As a8 Northern orientated country in

the far South of the "Middle Hemisphere", the North must
regard South Africa as & kind of geteway or bridge-head

that will not only make it poseible, but =lso easler, to rescue
gt least the Southern part of the great Southern half of the
Middle Hemisphere. The Whites and the Coloureds in South
Africa are in the unique position that they are some of the
few pepple in the world that are Europeesn and African et

the same time. They are standing - so to speak - with one
fouot in Europe and the opther in Africa. Given their
gxperience and especislly their conceptuslisation of the
African scene and their knowledge of and their interest in
Africa, they are in the key position to make an invsluaeble
contribution to bridge the conceptual, the income and the
development geps hetween Western Europe and Africa.

10
S0UTH AFRICA'S ACTUAL AND POTENTIAL ROLE IN THE SUB-CONTIKENT
Relative to the rest of Africa, long term ecanamic development in

South Africa can be regarded as relatively healthy. ™ 1In appro=-
ximately four decades since the Second World War the average growth
rate of the per.capita GNP was almost 2 FET cent. If we take our
relatively high population growth rate into account, thia caom-
pares quite favourasbly with theisituatiun in the Western European
countries, {They maintain an average per capite growth rate of
about 3 per cent per year.) In South Africa income is aleo divi-
ded rather unequally. A slow process %0 claoase the gaps is under-
way but at too slow = pace.1

The positive role South Africa is already playing in the deve-
lopment of many African countries is well—-known. I mention
but a8 few:

~ GBouth Africa is the maost develped, modernised and
industrialised country in Africe and one
that is well-acqualnted with technical and development
problems which are unlgue to Africa. In thls capacity
Sputh Africa can supply — and indeed is supplying many
African States with veluable {and in many cases to them
indispensable)- technical, medicel, educaticnal and other
forme of aid and advice,.

= BSouth Africa creates fob opportunities for thousands of
Job-seekers from her neighbouring countries.

- Botswana, Lesotho end Swaziland (the so-called SL5 coun-
tries) and other independent states (like Zimbabuwe and
Melawi) ere econeomically and financially very dependent
an Sputh Africa. The governments of the BLS ecountries
obtein an average of more than B0 per cent of government
incame from the Customs Union with South Africa. This
Customs Unign to B high degree favours the BLS caun-
tries.

= The importance of the Sputh African traneport and harbaur
facilities to several countriee in Southern Africs —
including Mozambique and Zimbhabue - is a well-acknowledged
fact.

——e - =y e e -

1) If we put the average household income of the different po-
pulation groups im 1971 at an index value of 100, the index
values in 1980 were: Whites 447, Cplgureds 162, Asians 158,
and Blacks 186. If we put the 1980 average hsousehold in-
come of Whites at 400, then the income of Coloureds are 38,
Indians 55 and Blacks (urban and homeland) 15.
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- Sguth Africe is a regional power with politlcal, military
and economlc stebility and as such is a stronghold in a
sea (i.e. a Continent) of political and economic insta-
bility and unmecertainty. (The indirect wvalue of South
Africa's stability end prosperity to countries in Southern
Africa is normally not appreciasted in Western Europe. I
think it must be bhlamed on the very negetive image that
has teen created of South Africe and its sp-called
Apartheid Policy.)

= The importence of South Africa for Western Europe {and
the rest of the Western World) is normally stated in
termg of three factors, namely the South African mineral
resources, the Cape sea route and the beneficlal and
lucrative trade and investment possibilities. I want to
add & fourth - and to my mind & more impdrtant - factor,
namely the strategic value of & growing modern sector in
Soufh Africa for the development process of our neigh-
bouring countries and on the whole African sub-eontinent.

The best way to appreciate the role South Africa is playing in
the development of certain African countries is to imagine

what will happen if the often predieted revolution or explosion
did take place. This is en eventuality that - ... 1in the words
of & previous Prime Minister ... "is too phastly to contemplate”.
If 8 full-scale revolution did tske place, it will in =11
probebkillity escelate to a condition of complete chaos. Then

not only South Africa, but the whole sub-continent Uill.dEgE—
nerate into one of the worst poverty-stricken regions 1n the
world in which ethnic and hunger-wers will be rife. This

will create, in due time, a burden of unthinksble dimensions

for the lestern World,

But let us bhe more positive. Although South Africa already
plays 2 positive role in the development of many Africen coun-
tries, potentially she can play a much greater role. What
is needed to fully mphilize South Africe's potential? Apart

from the maintenance of law and order and a high growth rate,
South Africa's potential &8s a catalyst of develapment in the
sub-continent can only be fully realized if the process of
internal political reform can be stepped up end hetter diplo-

matic relations created with the Black countries of

Southern Africm., The first is often regarded as @ prereqguisite for the
second. Although this mey be the case the necessary charnge in the atti-
tude of Africen countries must not be under-zetimated. The North (i.e.
Western European countries) can play an important role to canvince
Africen states of the value of more friendly relations with South Africa.
The African states must realise that in their present state of desperate
poverty they can not allow themselves the luxury of all the high-sounding
ideological rhetoric. A settlement of the South West Africen and Angolan
problems (and the:presence of Cubans in Angola)is of course s first

and essentiel step towards: better relations between South Africa and

the Frontline States.
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PART II

FUTURE ECONDMIC AND POLITICAL PERSFECTIVES FOR
SOUTH _AFRICA

A. THE NEED FOR STRUCTURAL REFORM

Let us turn to the South African microcosm. South Africe has become the
polecat of the world becsuse of the alleged racial discrimination and the
legalized system of exploitation of the Black majority by a White minority.
The relation between White and Bleck in Sauth Africa is very complicated
end 1t is not easy to prove the fact or the extent of Bleck explopitation.
The world likes to helieve that much wealth flows from the White ta the
Black world in S5outh Africa. But it can essily be proved that much wealth
glso flows in the opposite direction. The world alsp likes tn believe
that on balance the relation between our White end the Black sectors is one
of exploltation by the Whites - I have no intention to proof or to disproof
these allegations. I only want to strees the possible strustural simileri-
ties that may exist between the relation between the core and the periphery
in the Seuth African microcosm on the one hand and in the globel macrocosm
on the other hand. In the macrocoem the economic relations between the
Firast World core end the Third World periphery are in meny cases ones of
neo-imperialistic exploiteation. The operetlon of multinational companies
cause in eome cases (end perhaps in more cases than is genersily realised)
8 flow of wealth from the Third World countries towards the First World.
Since the start of the oil crieis the indebtedness of the Third Werld has
increased from less than & 100 billion to more than BS00 billion. With
the sharp incresse in interest rates this has put an extraordinary and
seemingly unbearable burden on the Third World. Meny Third World countries
Are Now under obligatlons to use & much greater part of their GNP to

service foreign ioans.

The South African government hae officially acknowledged on several pccasions
that the present political structure cannot be maintained. Apart from the
intention to create a confederation aF South AFrican States, the governsent
hae recently announced constitutional plens to create a New Politicel Dis-
pensation for Whites, Coloureds and Indisns. There can be no doubt about
the necessity of a fundemental restructuring of the South African political,
sociel and economic system. We desperately need s New Dispensstion in which
the Black groups will have s part in declsiaon-making and in which the net
flow of wealth will in an increasing streem be from the White core to the

Black periphery. At present the budget already bringsabout a flow (or s re-

a-r

distribution} of income fram the Whites towards the Black groups. UWhat
is necessery 1s a gradual increase of this flow. LUith increasing amounts
spent on, for example, Black education (with tax money pald mainly be
Whites) it will be possible to create better opportunities end better
eapabillties for Blacks to esrn higher incomes. In the long run this can

bring about & meaningful re—diatribupinn of lncome and wealth.

Much has already been written and spoken abbut the reform process in
Sputh Africa.
late. I am not going to dispute the truth of this statement.

The moet common complaint ie that too little is done too

The political,
gociel and economic reform thet is needed, i  in many cases already long
If ell the necessary and relevant reforms can be brought about,

But to do the

overdue.
they will add up to & socio-economic structural change.
things that ought to be done in proper time, will also necessitate a consti-
tutional structurel change. South Africa is caught in a typical "cetch

22 sltuation", We need structural change - both as 8 result of reform
and/or as a pre-condition for further reform. A lot of pressure for

reform is building up, hut at the same time the resistance within the

present lnstitutional structure is quite formidable and cannot be ignored

if we want to meintaln law snd order and an evolutionary process. fortunate-
ly, we have good reason to believe that the economic forces in favour of
reform will in the longer zrun be much stronger thanm the social and palitical
forces that went to maintain the status guo. And - what has become psrhaps
more important - we have resson to believe that the split in the ruling
Nationel Party will relesse dinamic forces that will bring about consti-
tutional end cther changes which looked rather impossible and unattainable

at thils time last year.

The real challenge facing Socuth Africa is twofold:

Firstly, to set a process of constltutional change into motion that will
create reaspnable political and civic justice for the different Black
groups by i.a. providing them with meaningful-and adequate political bar-
gaining power to enable them te improve their owverall pasition in the
dinamic South African scene - or, in what we hope will remain the dinamic
South African scene.

Secondly, to meintain 8 high rete of economic growth and of Black development
to increase the directi cleim of the Bleck groups on the economy {via

improved empluyment opportunities end cepabilities) paralled with the
increase of their indirect claims on the economy (vie the political pro-

CEBBEER).
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It is,however, important thet tha structural changes on both levels will
be of such & nature that civilized standards will not be endangered and
the productive capacity of our economy not unduly be overstreined.

B. THE ROLE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN ECONOMY IN THE FROCESS OF CONSTITUTIONAL =
CHANGE

I have the strong impression that the close relationship and inter-
dependence between the political and economic spheres - especially in a
period of structurel chenge in a developing country like South Africa - are
normally not appreciated and respected to the necessary extent.

Looking at the process of political reform from the economic point of

view there can be little doubt thet the demands of the growing economy gave
rlge to one of the important - if not the most important - dinamic force
regponaible for the sociel and political reform which was trrought zbout

in say the lest 20 years. It is = well-establizhed fact that nothing had
such a strong demolishing effect on many of the artificisl walls

that yere bullt as part and parcel of the Apartheid

system, than the menpower needs of the growing econgmy. The
pressures éreated by the grewing econamy also changed out-
moded social patterns and undermined coneervative ideas and
thought patterns-. :
ful, especially for certasin White groups - because they had

Given that many of the reforms are pain-

to meke "saprifiges" in terms of vested interests and
(protectid) J1life patterns - experience proves that such
changes can be brought about much more egsily in a growing than
in & stagnant economy, What happened in the labour and edu—
cational fields in the last few yeare wes 8 direct result

of the demands of the growing econaomy. The reforms in terms
of the Riekert and Wiehahn -Teports were unthinkable without

the shortage nf skilled labour.

If South Africe wents to maintain = growth rate of 5 per cent

in the next two decades the demand Ffaor skilled labour will he y
nearly insatiable, To maintein a 5 per cent growth rate will -‘
necegsitate an educationsl revolution as far as blacks are
concerned and an opening up of social and economic opportuni-
ties on an unprecendented scale. According to my colleague,

Frof. J.L. Sadie, South Africa will need 400 000 persone in
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executive positions 1n the year 2000 instead of the present
470 ooo, 1,5 million highly skilled workers instead of the
present 500 000 and 1,6 million semi-gkilled white-collar
workers instead of the present 400 000.

One does not need much of a fingerpoint feeling for economic relations
to realize that it will not be possible to attain these manpower goals.
But the pressure to attain =8 much ss possible of them will be a very big

and cumulating force for ongning refarms.

But while a high economic growth rete was - and without eny doubt will
be - the strongest dinamlc force to change the socip-politicel face of
South Africa, we must on the other hand take note of the undisputable
fact that the absolute size (and the tptal tax capacity) of the South
Africen economy sets definite limits to the pace and the extent of con-
gtitutional reform. The history of lestern Europe has demonatrated
that the procese of politlcsl (i.e. parliementary)  democraticsilon

is only the vehicle for & process of sconomic democratication. The
broadening of the process of political repreeentstion in Parllament
inevitably brought on its trail the brosdening of welfare state ex-

penditure by the central government.

Every decision an the page snd extent of constitutional re-
form in South Africa, must take into account that the reform
will have publiec finance implications (on both the tax and

the spending side of the budget). Such decleions will have
to reckon with the Fact'that meaningful political reform (to
provide additional bargaining power to Black groups) will pot
additional strain on the economy. Therefore such reform must
happen at such & pace and be of sBuch a2 nature that they will
not overstrain or dierupt the South African economy.

1) 1If the most optimistic projection in connection with the train-
ning and promation of Whites were attained in the next 20 years, then
the annual needed pddition of workers, gther than Whites, will still
be enormous. While only 300 non-Whites, were added annually to the
executlive category 'in the period 1959 - 1979, nearly & 000 will hsve
to be edded shnuslly in the next 20 years - 13 times moTe per annum.
While only B 000 highly skilled non-White workers were added annuﬁlly
to the labout force during the previous 20 years, nearly 50 000 will
have to be added annually during the next 20 years - 6 times more
HET ANMUM.
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I do not want to be misunderstnad on the issue of inhcreased
"yelfare state" abendinga on Blacks. On the ane hand we
need B comprehensive "Black Upliftment and Development®
programme toimprove the quallty of 1ife and the productive
capacities of the Blacks. Without such 8 programme, it will
be impossible to keep the wheels of the South African economy
turning at the necessary pace. Higher ﬁpending on Blacks 1=
alsg necessary to defuse some of the discontent and hostile

ettitudes in Black circles and to prepare the Black to play =
greater, @ more productive and responsible role 1in the South African
gconomic end political systems of the future. But increasing welfare
and educationel spending on Blacks will nat only put heavy burdens on
the White tex payers, but alsp on their generosity. It 1s quite posalble
that the living standards of the Whites will have to be scaled down by
10 to 20 per cent {or even more) in the nexi decade or future - even

if & growth rate of 5 per cent is malntsined. The scallng down of
living standards of a politically dominant group - and in Sputh Afriea's
case slso a very spriled dominant group - on behalf of the socio-
economic upliftment of the rest of the prpulation (that in our cese

is slso Black people) is not the eesiest thing to eccomplish - &B every
European uugHt to know. It is golng to be very difficult especlally

if we teke the strength of the White pressure groups and the attitudes
of many Whites into sccount. But 1n the long run we will have no
other choice but to scale down White living standards in the shaort

gnd medium term to bring about the necessary Black upliftment and
(hopefully) also gensral prosperity.

A fast-growing economy has proved to be one of the strongest forces

to promete political reform in South Africa and thls will also be the
case in the future. But on the other hand both friend and foe must
realize that the modern sector of the South African microcosm is
relatively small when the tetal population of 28 milllion is taken intn
sccount and still in a vulnarable phase of development. Glven the
delicate belance between the rather high developed one guarter of
Sputh Africa's microcoem end the typical underdeveloped three-gusrters
of the microcosm, it is impossible to give everyone in South Africe
the political rights and freedoms that weregiven to Western Europeans
more or less at the begilnning of this century at a time when these
countries were ‘mare or lesa fully industrislized. It ia also imposslble
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to use the Western World's parlismentary democracy as the political
model on which to mould South Africe's future political system. Our
challenge 1s not only to give meaningful political rights to Black
groups but to give it to them in a politicel system which will be
adapted to the unique charscteristics of the South African microcpam.

The real issues boils down to a8 very difficult trade-off between greater
Justice and opportunities for Black groups on the one hand and the
maintenance of civilized standards, order and prosperity for all South
Africans on the other hand. This trede-off is not & one-time exercise.
It ie golng to be an ongoing challenge that may become more difficult

In the years ahead.

To teke the correct decisions in thils trade-off will necessitate some-
thing of Sclomon's wisdom., To my mind our political leaders will only
suceeed in coniinually making the correct trade-off if they are
prepared to work with a rather longterm perspective in mind. The
Whitee in South Africa will have to be prepared to make gquite conside-
rahle pecrifices in the short- and medium term and to regard it s a
kind of investment for & more prosperous and just future for all Seuth
Africens in the long run. Given the power structures and attitudes

in White circles this 1s epasier said then done. UWe shall need 8 well-
structured program to educete or to convince Whites to appreciate this
longterm enlightened self-interest In more unembiguous terms than is the
case at present. (In this educational task not only the educational
institutions and the mase medie will have to make constructive contri-
butlons, but the Afrikesns churches will have to play & leeding role

if we want to succeed. I must admit that the rightwing orientation

of the churches createsquite a difficult problem). Luckily ~ &8s I will
polnt out below - Sputh Africa may at present have the kind of politi-
cal leaders whao are asble and prepared to take the necessary longterm
and enlightened perspectives in the difficult trade-offs they will

heve to make.

A study of the economic end politieal history of Europe Purnisghes undis-
putable evidence of the fact that the process of political demorre-
tization 1s a (historic) function of the process of industrisl develop-
ment and especially of the tax capaclty of the relevant countries.

At present South Africadoesnot have s democratic system. Ue only

have a limited dempcracy - 1limited to the Whites. Given our stege

of lndustrializetion and given the tax capacity of pbur economy, this
form of limlted democracy is mueh too limited and not justifiable.

The newly announced conastitutlional plene of the government to gilve
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representetion to Coloureds and Indians in two seperate chambers in
Parliament, is an attempt to broaden out system of limited democreacy.

One reasan why the 'government is - at lesst at this stage - not prepered
to create a forth chamber for the urban hlacks can tentatively he
gttributed to a (perhape unconscious) reslization on the part of the
government that in our present etage of economic and industrial deve-
lopment the creation of a Black chamber can easlly overstraln the
capacity of the economy. UWhen putting it in this terms, I am not

saying that & forth chember for urban Blacks will be created in ten or
twenty years time. All I want to say, is that given the lerge numbers
of the Blacksand given the economic capaclty of the South Africen micro-
cosm, the 5.A. Government regards it ss sppropriste to provide poli-
tical asccommodation to Blacke,not within the framework of & parliamen-
tary system,but within the framework of a Cpnfaderal structure.

I+ is impossible to envisage the cepacity of our economy in 20 yEATS
time, Perhaps the three-chamberal form of perliament may prove to

be so adapted to the needs of the pluralistic groups in South Africa
that the Confedersl structure will develop into a kind of multi-
chamberal Farliament. But I doubt it. If we take into account that
the Blacks are divided in eight different ethnic groups snd that
preferably seperate representation must be’'given to each group, it

is more probable that the political accommodatlons of the Black
groups will continuously be in & Confederel body or "State Generasl®.
In the long run the real political debate may be about the decision-
making powers given £o the State Generasl of the South African Confe-

deration.

E. JTHE SPLIT IN THE NATIONAL PARTY AND THE LINLEASHING OF
REFORMING POWERS

Until the beginning of this year reform orientated scademics bad put
their hope mainly on the pressures created by a growing economy. The
long overdue split in the National Perty that at long last took place

in February, may prove to be an event that over the long run ie going

to relesse reforming powers of unexpected dynamiem. The split may
enable the reform-orientated group in the government to hring ebout’
those conatitutionel changes they regarded (for guite a considerable
period of time already) =8 necessary and even indispensable to stabilize
the Sputh Africen situmtion and to make heed-way towsrds a more humane
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and just society. In the six months since the split the government has
already gilven evidence of so much determinism fo succeed with its

reform program, thet I have reason to talk about a New National Party -
not because it has accepted a new policy, but hecause of its commitment
to make 8 success of its program of constitutional reform. This New
Natipnal Party gowvernment will to my mind need more or less 5 years

to prove to the world that ite reforms are not cosmetic - ss the opposi-
tion perties to its left clelme - but are real and substantisl and that
the pumulative effect of the reform wlll in all probhability add up to

a structural chenge.

To underatand the true dimensions of the split in Februasry, it is
important to realise that the Netional Party up till then was not =
normal polltical party but 8 cultural end ethnic clan., The National
Party was originally a pure Afrikaner party. It was crested in 1914

gs a vehicle to mobilise Afrikaner support in the long struggle sgainst
British imperislism and British Capitalism in South Africa. After the
Anglo-Bper War the Afrikaners were a defeated, poor, relatively unedu-
cated and culturaslly underdeveloped White group in South Africa. They ;
weTe trug underdoge and strangera in their own country. To maintain
themselvem against the economicel and cultural superlority and against
the subtle discriminatlion of the English speaking South Africans weas

# formidable tesk. To mobilize the necessary political power it was i
necessary to activate all spheres of Afrikaner life. 1In this process i
the Afrikaner churches, schools, cultural orgenisations, economic and
political proanisations were ell ectivated on behalf of the "Afrikaner |
cause”. Afrikaner nationalism was eventually coneolidated into = :

strong end united force.

The elite group in the English Establishment in South Africa is uwp !
ti11 this day a typiecal extentipn of the Victorian Englishmen of the
19th century. They regard themselves vot only as culturally and
educationally hetter eguipped to govern, but also as morslly better
gquipped to govern other people. When the Union of South Africa was
founded in 1910 the superiority complex of the English speakers and

the inferiority complex of the Afrikaners were hbrought together in the
same political etructure. Conseguently the staoe was set for a long
and bitter battle for political and economic hegemony. The pauperisza-
tion of the Afrikanera in the tuenties and thirties gave a new momentum
to the struggle. As had slao heppened Iin other Third World countries
the economic inetability and the Great Depression hed very ssvere and
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devastating effects on South AFrica. It forced thousands of small
Afrikaner farmers to migrate to the cities in search fuor job opportunl-
ties. The difficulty with which many so-called Foor Whites adapted to
the unknpun job-ppportunities in the mestly hostile and English-
origntated citles increased the animosity between the two groups. Many
Poor Whites found themselues in e sandwich situation : the unaympathetlc
attitude mnd often discriminatory ections of the English speakera on top
gnd the ever present denger of Coloured and Black competition for job-
opportunities from below. It wes in theee circumstances that the already
exlsting policy of discrimination towards the Blacks wes extended and

legaelized.

if one looke et the impoverished position of the Afrikener in the
thirties, it becomes clear why the temperature of Afrikaner nationallism
reached its high point in thet decade. It slso coincided with a re-
awakening of Afrikener cultursl consciousnous and with quite putstan-
ding echievements in the Afrikssns literafure. The symbelic Great Trek
to commemorate the centenary of the northward trek of the Afrlkeners
alen took place in the thirties. No wonder that some observers regard
the thirties as the actual starting point of Afrikaner nationalism

s a8 typical underdog phenomenon.

In 1948 the Netional Party, as a well consclidated Afrikaner clan,

won the general election and 1thas governéd the country since then.

In the first 10 to 15 years after 1948 the relatlon betusen the English-
and Afrlkasns speakers were pretty bad. The English speakers {approx-
-imately 40 per cent of the Whites) were much richer, they controlled

BS per cent of the economy outside agriculture and the government
sectors. Given their Victoriesn mttltudes it wes very hard for them

to accept the fact of Afrikener polltical dominance. The hest pruu% of
this is the near vendetts waged in mainly the fiftles and sixties by

the English speaking press against the National Party government and the
Afrikaners. On the other hand the Afrikanera - afier they successfully
captured the political power in 1948 - were of the opinion that as the
pioneers in South Africa they
part of the economy. The stage was set for a hesd-on clash.

A 1ot . of time and energy was’ unfortunately consumed in the ensuing

struggle.

Sputh Africa uas_at that stsge characterised as & "very very strange
society". Perhaps it was an Bpt description. The Victorian orientated

also ought to centrol and own 8 greater

ce

Enplish Establishment were to a certein extent an anschronism with ane
Foot so to speakstill in the 19th century. The Afrikaner Estmblishment
with its very strong inwardlooking Afrikener nstionalism was alse &
kind rf abuthrenism with pie Foot 4n € diffezent part) of the 19k
eentury. (Unfortunetely this snasnepniatis sendenny ¢ she o wWpite
Establishments ies still - perhaps’ to a leseer extent - operational
today. The kind of =olutions the world expectsus to find for the
problems in the South African microcosm are actually solutions for typi-
cal problems the werld (es macracosm) will have to solve in the 2lat
century. Given that the two White groups have still one foobt each

in the 19th century, the jump towsrds the 21st centuiy that is éxpented
from us, is going to be very difficult. Perhaps the soul seerching with
which Enlightened Afrlkaners are busy after the split in the N.P., will
enable them to srrive in the last guarter of the 20tk century and to
faee the reslitles and the challenges of the day with open and receptive
mindse).

. In the fiftles the controversy on the toloured franchise rights was the

real battle ground between the two white groupa. Unforiuaately the
Coloureds were in the end the reel victims of this battl=s. Because

they were at thet stage in a posltion to determine which @onz: af the
White groupswould govern the country, their representatlon in Parliament
was ebolished by the Netionsl Party government in 1956.

When South Afrlca became & Republic in 1961 another importent bone of cen-
tention between the two White groups was removed. Since then-the rela-
tionehip between the two groups has improved remarkably. In the meantime
economic progress produced & stronger group of Afrikaner businesemen wilth
close relationships with the English business warld. More or less in

the middle of the eixties economic progrees and government essistance
succeeded in solving the Poor White problem. At about 1970 many of the
reasons for the close ethnic consolitation - of the Afrikaner clan and

the use of 1t for political purposes were no longer valid. Unfortunately
the grip of the Afrikaner clan-on the National Party was meintained
during the prime-ministership of Mr. John Vorster and often used in
foster the sectlional lnterest of the Afrikaners - in many cases to the
detrimental of other pppulation groups. This was-a very sad and unneces-
sary phase in the history of Afrikaner nationselism. While the Afrikaners
were true underdogs 1t wes sppropriate for them to think, to organize

and to apt like underdogs. In the sixties and seventies they beceme
upperdoge but unfortunetely they continued to think, to organize and to
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the Natlonal Party laost support in the 1981 election can be re-
garded a8 B8 direct result of these mounting tensions in Afrikaner

tircles,

In the 1981 election the popular support of the PFP increassed
to 19 per cent, and that of the NRP declined to 8 per cent.

The combined support of the English-orientated parties dropped
from 29 to 27 per cent. On the other side of the spectrum the
Bupport of the small rightwing party (the HNP) increased to 15
The support of the National Party dropped from B6
to 58 per cent, 1f we essume that the support for the Enlighte-
ned and Middle groups remaine at sbout 22 per cent easch, then
the support of the Rightwing group within the party was more or
less 14 per gent. (This divisipon is made on the assumption
that a part af the Rightwing group moved towards the Rightwing
perty before the election.)

per cent.

In the sgcond helf of 1981 the polarisation between the Enligh-
tened group end the Rightwing group - and between Mr. Botha

and Dr. Treurnicht - beceme very severe. It was at that stage
already clear that the recommendations of the President's Council
(thet were expected at the middle of this year) on Goloured end
Indian representation in Parlisment - or the "power-sharing"
iesue - would trigger off a split. lhen the split actumslly

was triggered off in February 1982 hy the "power-sharing” issue,
Mr. Botha was successful in consolideting the Enlightened group
and the Middle group into & well integreted party with = united
and strong orientstion towsrds reform. It is this party which

I like to call the New Nationel Party - a party that is no

longer enAfrikaner clan.,

With the split in the party the cultural and ethnic unity of

After the spllt things can

The split will hopefully

turn ocut to be s heappening of extraurﬂinarv historical importance-.
It hopefully spells the end of the era of artificlal and under-

dog politice and the stert of the normelizetion of political
alliances in South Africa, It hopefully means the end of the
Joint membership of people that were ideologicelly poles apart

Afrikaner clan was also shettered.
never he the seme in South Africa.

but forced together in the same party for no other reaeson than
the fact that their mother tongue was Afrikaans. It hopefully
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will open the possibility for a close party aslliance between
gll English- snd Afrikaans-speakers who share common convic—
tinﬁs and common ideals ebput a more humane and just scciety in
South Africa. And hopefully 1t will 8lao open possibilities
for the crestion of new releticns and new slliasnces between
Whites, Colpgureds and Blacks,

At the moment a lot of speculation is taking place about the
relative strength of the different parties. If & general election
were to be held today it is quite possible that the combined

support for the Conservative Party (C.P.) - that was founded

by Dr. Treurnlcht after the split ~ and the other rightwing ]
party (H.N.P.) will be 30 per cent or even more.
support for the two English-orientsted parties will in my
Judgement not be more than 25 per cent but in all prohability

Up till now many English-speskers voted

The combined

lese than 20 per cent.
for the PFP as a so-called "effective opposition", - English~

' speekers now &tart to reslise that the whole idea of an effec-

tive opposltion is 8 wrong concept in our kind of democracy.
Because the PFF does not try to be an alternstive government it
has failed dismally not only in formulating an alternative policy
but especially in coating the economic or public finance impli-
catiaonas of the constitutional reforma they sometimes propagate,
Meny English-speakers voted in the past sgainst the NP because
1t was an Afrikaner elan and because they could not assuciate
themselves with the idess of Dr., Treurnicht and the Rightwing I
group. The New Nationsl Party can without any doubt (if not :
immediately then in the near future) reckon en guite considera—

ble support from English-speskers — especially if the reform

plana of the gaovermment bring ebout meaningful constitutional
chenges. I am convinced that the NP will be supported by i
between 45 and 50 per cent of the popular vote if an election

is held today or in the near future. With this kind of support
the National Party can win at least 100 of the 165 seats in e
general election with the reet of the seets divided equally
betwesn the English-prientated end the Rightwing parties.

With this kind of support the government can proceed without

too many problems to implement ite constitutional proposale,

Although the Lebour Party - the biggest Coloured Party - has not
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act like underdogs. The resl difference betwsen the Enlightened and
Rightwing groups in Afrikaner circles cen be reduced to a difference
in attitude on the role of the Afrikeners in South Africa. Uhile

the Rightwingersexpect of the government to ect me if the Afrlkaners
are still underdogs, the Enlightened wing regards it as totally unjus-
tiflable and tries (with great risk for themselves) to dismantle the
structure of unnecessary Afrikener protectlopn and privileges.

During the prime-ministership of Mr. Vorster the National Farty started
to "disintegrate" internally to become a kind of coalition party -
actually a coslition of three groups; nemely sn Enlightened (or
Verligte) group, a Middle group and m Rightwing (or Verkrempte) group.
The attempts of the Enlightened group to define & broader and more
"outwardlooking" concept of Afrikaner nationelism were only partly
successful in the sixties and saventies.

The powet of the Nationasl Party as en Afrikaner clsn reached 1ts
climax in the 1977-election when 66 per cent of the voters supported
it and 135 of the 165 seats in Parliament was won by the Party.
Since 1977 remarkable changes have taken place that open the possl-
bility for dynamic change in tha politicel scene. To understand

the real mesning of these changes it is necessary to compare the
results of the 1977 election with that of the 1981 election and

with the present situation in Parliament.

NP (BE%)

Middle

Enlightened

group group Rightwing
' group
(22%) (22%) (22%)

1981/2

NP (58%)

NRP
Enlightened

group
" (22%)
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In the 1977 electlon the Progressive Federal Farty (PFP)} - the
leftwing party in the White South African spectrum - gat 17

per cent of the popular vote, the New Republic Party (NRPF) -
alea Bn Engligh-orientated party — got 12 per cent and the tuo
small rightwing pa:ties got 5 per cent. The exsct suppart for
the Nationel Party is of course not known bu# for all practi-
cal purpoeses we can put it on 22 per cent for each group. At
that stage the tensions between Enlightened and Rightwing groups

were slready guite severe. Mr. Voreter, however, succeeded in pro-

jecting 8 middle of the roed image with sympathies towards both
the Enlightened and the Rightwinggroups. Although thia kept
the party united, the Enlightened group realised efterwards
that they were at the losing end of Mr. Vorster's compromising
strategles.

It is illuminating to compare the organieational power bagls of
the Rightwing group witn that of the Enlightensd araup. The
organisational power hasls of the Rightwing was based on five
"Crat: the Caucus, the Cabinet, the (Pfrikaner) Churches,

the (Afrikener) Cultural organisations and the Civil Service

(or Bursaucracy). The organisational power basis of the En-
lightened group was based an the Afrikaner Prees, the Afrikaner
business world and professional and younger people. While the
organiestionel power basis of the Rightwing was very well orga-
nised end ciosely interwoven, the power basis of the Enllghtened
group was rather podrly organised and only lposely interrelated.

The power basis of the Rightwing was like & stone well. In
1977 there were good ressone to beleive that 1t would never be
poseible to break its grip on the National Party. But with

the Information Scandal of 1978 the store wall started to
crumble. After Mr. VYorster's resignation as Prime Minister

in 1978 the lesder of the Enlightened group, Mr. P.W. Botha,

was elected s Prime Minieter. Looking back, it is now clear
thet the Information scandal created an unexpected oppartunity
for the E€nglightened group to get controcl over the Caucus and
the Cabinet and to break the close interreletlomship between

the five elemsnte on.uwhich the power of the Rightwing was hased.
Since Mr, Botha became Prime Minlster thke tensions within the ranks

'of the Afrikaner organisations have mounted. The fact that
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decided on their stand towards the new constitutional proposals,
there are positive indicatiaons that they (and s8len the Indiane)
will support it. - They ere of course not satisfied with the
proposals but they realise that this is perhaps the last chance
for evolutionary and peaceful canstitutionel reform. They

aleo realise that if this Initistive of the government fails,
Dr. Treurnicht standsa very good chance of becoming Prime
Minister - and this scarea them .

Dr. D.A.S. Herbst, director of the South African foundation,
described the implicetions of the conetitutional proposals as

follows:

"Prime Minister P.W. Bothe has launched South Africa on the road
to 8n entirely new system of government which will finally dis-—
mantle the existing Westminieter parliamentary system cecevesse

The peckege of reforme presented by Mr. Batha contains 81l the
elements to plece Bouth Africe democraticelly end through proocse=
ses of negotiation and communication on a new road.

The peckage implies a8 new politicel style end demands changed
g8ttitudes from all concerned. The wdvent of & new political
style implies that consensus or bridge building should replece
conflict and paterpalism, which have dominated the political
scene for so many years.

Changed attitudes imply that those who cling ta the privilenges

of the existing order will heve to be persuaded that South Africa
has to move beyond the idea of an exclusive white Sputh Africae.
Such a Soguth Africa no longer exists and cennot be realized in
future; & dynemic era of group alliance is unfolding.

A successeful solving of the constitutlonal issue regarding
Coloured and Asian political righte 18 inextricebly linked to

the guestion of black political rights. It is therefore expec-
ted that the latter issue will also be tackled in a more vioorous
manner than in the past.

Finally, an cutstanding advantage of the plan 1s that it can be
phased in while the old system can be gradually dismantled. The
country can still be effectively managed while & milent par-
liamentary revolution tekes place.

Said the Sunday Timea (August 1, 1982): So far reaching are his
(Mr. Botha's) plans - unquestionably the most radipsel revision

aof Bouth Afrles's system of government this century - that 1
proper analysis gf their lmplications muet ewait detailed study."

The whpole pattern of White politics hee wndergone rether funde~
mental changes in the last five yeara. Because of this, the
government wlll have to become =accustomed to 2 much more
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uncertain and unpredictable politicel situation as uwies the case
in the last two decades, A lot of the present uncertainty

can be attributed to the fasct that the aplit im the NP has not
yet had all its ramifications on the different levels af the
Afrikaner cammunity. Because of this the government must pre-
pare iteelf for very stormy westher. It may turnm nut that my
ecenarig about the relative support for the different parties
are too optimistic ae far as the NP is concerned. But I am
convinced that erough people will realise how much is at stake
and will suppor%t the government in its reform efforts even if
1t demande rether big secrifices. The important thing is

that the govermment hae at long lest got rid of the "Fetters"
of the Rightwingers and of the grip of the Afrikener clan and
its narrow end inwardlooking netionaliem. I am looking for-
werd to a very exciting political phese in the South African
higtery in the next decade or two. The Juetifiaeble possimism
nf flve yeers mago has been replesced by & new optimism abaut

the future.

But if the future brings with it new and unexpected stormg it
is imperstive and in the interests of the whole of Southern
Africe that the government should be successful in weathering
the atorms,. Nearly five hundred yesrs age the Portuguese con-
sidered celling the southern part of the Contiment The Cape of

Storms. They decided wisely to call it The Cape of Good Hope.

Perhape the lgsue on what kind of Cepe it actually is, is not yet
settled. It is bowever importent,nat only for South Africa and
the Western Mnrldfhut elso for Africe that it turn out to be &
real Cape of Good Hope!
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