
CURRICULUM VITAE: 
 
 
1.   PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
1.1  NAME:    Solomon Johannes (Sampie) Terreblanche 
1.2  BORN:    17 April 1933 
1.3 MARITAL STATUS:   Widowed, five children 
1.4  UNIVERSITY EDUCATION: B.A. (1954), Stellenbosch 
      M.A. (1957, cum laude), Stellenbosch 
      D.Phil., Stellenbosch 1963 
      Special Auditor at Harvard University, 1968-69 
1.5  HONORARY DOCTORATES         2005 D.Com. (honoris causa),  
       University of the Free State 
      2013 D.Com. (honoris causa),  
       University of Pretoria 
      2015 D.Com. (honoris causa),  
       University of Stellenbosch 
 
 
2.   ACADEMIC CAREER 
 
2.1 1957–1964  : Lecturer and Senior Lecturer, 

University of the Free State, Bloemfontein, South Africa 
2.2 1965–1968  : Senior Lecturer, University of 

Stellenbosch 
2.3 1968–1995  : Professor of Economics, University 

of Stellenbosch 
2.4 1996–2006  : Emeritus Professor of Economics, 

University of Stellenbosch 
 
3.   LECTURING ASSIGNMENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF STELLENBOSCH 
During the last three decades of my 50 year tenure as lecturer at the Department of Economics, my main courses 
were: 
 
3.1         General Economic History for first and second year students until 1998. 
3.2 History of Economic Thought and Modern Economic Systems for third year students in the first semester. 
3.3 Advanced History of Economic Thought for post-graduate students 
3.4 Modern Economic Systems and Global Capitalism for students in the Masters/MPhil programmes. 
3.5 Economic and Political Problems in South Africa and Africa – lecture series for foreign students hosted at 

the University’s International Office between 1999 and 2011. 
 
 
4.   MEMBER OF ORGANISATIONS AND AWARDS 

 
4.1 Member of the Board of the SA Broadcasting Corporation, 1 April 1972 – March 1987.  Vice-Chairman, 

1982–1987. 
 

4.2 Member of the Commission of Inquiry relating to matters concerning the Coloured  Population Group (The 
Erica Theron Commission), 1973 – 1976, Chairman of the Workgroup on Economy and Labour. Author of 
six of the 22 chapters in the Theron Commission Report, 1976. 

 
4.3 Member of the Economic Advisory Board of the Prime Minister/State President, 1979 – 1985. 
 
4.4 Member of the Broeksma Commission on health conditions in Namibia, 1981 – 1982. 
 
4.5 Member of the Commission investigating the position of urban blacks in Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage, 1979 – 

1980. 
 
4.6 Board member of the company Wending Uitgewery (Publishers) that published the “alternative” (i.e. anti-

mainstream) newspaper, Vrye Weekblad (“Free Weekly”) in Afrikaans from 1988 to 1994. This weekly 
newspaper was funded by foreign grants, mainly from Scandinavian countries. I was among others 



2 

April 13, 18 C2017-sjt 

responsible for a fortnightly column “Tuynhuys Monitor”. It was a commentary on the activities of the 
State Presidents. 

 
4.7 Founding member of the Democratic Party and its first economic advisor, 1989 – 1990.  No longer active 

in party politics. 
 
4.8 Received the Stals Award for Economics from Die Suid-Afrikaanse Akademie vir Wetenskap en Kuns (i.e. 

from the Afrikaners’ South African Academy for Science and Arts) in 1992. The award was an 
acknowledgement for my publications on Economics in Afrikaans. 

 
4.9 A member of the “Task Force on Economic Matters” of the South African Council of Churches (SACC) 

from 1991 to 1996. In 1996 the SACC and other church organisations founded the Ecumenical Service for 
Socio-Economic Transformation (ESSET). ESSET addressed problems of poverty, inequality and social 
injustice in South Africa. I was a founding member and an advisor to ESSET until 2001. 

 
4.10 Chairman of Discussion Group 85. The group was founded in 1985 by senior professors at the University 

of Stellenbosch and played an active role in the period 1987 to 1994 in agitating for an acceleration of the 
reform process. The group held in-depth discussions with political leaders (including the State President 
and several ministers) over the entire spectrum of key reform issues. 

 
4.11 A Trustee of the Board of Arts and Culture South Africa (ACSA) founded by the ANC Cultural Conference 

in 1993. ACSA was dissolved in 1995. 
 
4.12 Gave evidence in 1997 on request before two Special Hearings of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission (TRC) on the role of the SABC and on the role of the Business sector during the Apartheid 
period. 

 
4.13 One of five finalists for a special award granted by the Human Science Research Council in 1996 to 

persons and institutions that have made exceptional contributions to research. 
 
4.14 Received Honorary Colours from the University of Stellenbosch at the request of the Stellenbosch Student 

Council, 2001. 
 
4.15     Trustee of H.B. Thom Bursary Fund for 20 years, chairman for five years. 
 
 
5.   BOOKS PUBLISHED 
 
5.1 Terreblanche, S.J. Die Industriële Groeiproses 1770–1940 (“The Industrial Growth Process 1770-1940”) 

Kosmo-publishers, Stellenbosch, 1967, 320 pages. A book in Afrikaans in which I compared processes of 
industrialisation in Great Britain, France, Germany and the United States. 

 
5.2 Terreblanche, S.J. Die Doelwit van ’n Hoë Ekonomiese Groeikoers (“The purpose of a high economic 

growth rate”), Academica, Pretoria, 1973, 142 pages. A book in Afrikaans which is a critical analysis of a 
high economic growth rate as the sole purpose of an economic system. 

 
5.3 Terreblanche, S.J. Vernuwing en Herskikking (“Renewal and Realignment”), Tafelberg, Cape Town, 1973, 

167 pages. A book in Afrikaans in which I made a plea for comprehensive political and economic reform in 
South Africa. 

 
5.4 Terreblanche, S.J. Chroniese Gemeenskapsarmoede (“Chronic community poverty”), Tafelberg, Cape 

Town, 1977, 1861 pages. A book in Afrikaans on the phenomena of a sub-culture of poverty among the 
Coloured population group. I wrote it after I served for three years as a member of the Commission 
investigating matters concerning the Coloured population group (1973-1976). 

 
5.5 Terreblanche, S.J. Die Wording van die Westerse Ekonomie (“The Making of the economic order of the 

Western World”), Academica, Pretoria 1980, reprinted in 1982, 307 pages. A book in Afrikaans presenting 
a systemic modeling of the economic and political history of the Western World since 500. In the final 
chapter I used the “model” developed in the book to demonstrate why South Africa cannot resist the 
process of modernisation and democratisation. 

 
5.6 Terreblanche, S.J. Politieke Economie en Sosiale Welvaart (“Political Economy and Social Welfare”), 

Academica, Pretoria, 1986, 349 pages. A largely philosophical book in Afrikaans on the purpose of the 
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political and economic systems of a country. In the final chapter I applied my analysis to the South African 
case arguing that the political and economic systems of a country should not be used to promote only the 
interest of a white minority, but should be instrumental in promoting the interests or social welfare of the 
total population. 

 
5.7 Terreblanche, S.J. Geskiedenis van die Westerse Ekonomie ("History of the Western Economy"). 

Academica, Pretoria and Cape Town, 1988, 161 pages. A narrative about economic systems from the 
Greek City States to the birth of Democratic Capitalism).  

 
5.8      Terreblanche, S.J. Die Geskiedenis van Opeenvolgende Ekonomiese Stelsels ("A History of Successive 

Economic Systems"). Southern Publishers, Johannesburg, 1994, 230 pages. A book in Afrikaans for first 
year students on the economic and political history of the Western world. 

 
5.9 Terreblanche, S.J. Political Perspective on past empowerment practices in South Africa A research 

document commissioned by the Development Bank of Southern Africa for the Black Economic 
Empowerment Commission (BEECOM). May have been published by BEECOM, 1999. 

 
5.10 Terreblanche, S.J. A History of Inequality in South Africa:  1652 – 2002. University of Natal Press, 

Pietermaritzburg, 2002, 494 pages (7 reprints). The book analyses the work of numerous historians on 
inequality and exploitation in South Africa. Over one thousand citations in the academic literature. 

 

5.11 Terreblanche, S.J. Lost in Transformation. 2012.  KMM Review Publishing Company, Johannesburg, 144 
pages. Shortlisted for Sunday Times Alan Paton non-fiction Literature Award 2013. 

 
5.12 Terreblanche, S.J. Verdeelde Land (“A Country Divided”). Tafelberg Uitgewers, Kaapstad, 2014. An 

extended version of Lost in Transformation, 211 pages. [In Afrikaans]. 
 
5.12 Terreblanche, S.J. Western Empires, Christianity and the Inequalities between the West and the Rest, 1300 

– 2010. Penguin Books, 2014. 562 pages. 
 
6.   ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN JOURNALS 
 
6.1 Terreblanche, S.J. "The Relative contribution of tangible and human capital formation to economic 

growth", in The South African Journal for Economics, Vol. 38, No. 1, March 1970, pp. 50 – 65 [In 
Afrikaans]. 

 
6.2 Terreblanche, S.J. "South Africa in North-South relationships". Paper delivered at a seminar on South 

Africa at a Conference at Boppard, Germany, January 1982. Published in African Insight, Vol. 12, No. 1, 
1982. [Also published in German]. 

 
6.2 Terreblanche, S.J. “Strukturele wanbalanse in die Suid-Afrikaanse ekonomie” (Structural Imbalances in the 

South African Economy). Paper delivered at the Conference of the South African Economic Society, 
September 1987. Published in Afrikaans in The South African Journal for Economics, Vol. 56, No. 1, 1988, 
pp. 61 – 63. 

 
6.4 Terreblanche, S.J. "White South African Relations: A reluctant alliance", in International Relations, Vol. 

IX, No. 4, November 1988, pp. 363 – 374. Reprinted in M. Swilling, (ed.), Views on the South African 
State, Human Science Research Council, 1990, pp.183 – 199. 

 
6.5 Terreblanche, S.J. "Economic options facing a post-apartheid South Africa", in Idasa Occasional Papers, 

No. 22, 1989, pp. 3 – 9. 
 
6.6 Terreblanche, S.J. “The Constitutional Development in South Africa with special reference to the public 

financial implications”. Paper read at the Annual Conference of Die Suid-Afrikaanse Akademie vir 
Wetenskap en Kuns, Pretoria, 1987. Published in Afrikaans in the Tydskrif vir Geesteswetenskappe (Journal 
for Human Sciences), Year 29, No. 3, 1989. 

 
6.7 Terreblanche, S.J. "The need for a transformation period towards a post-apartheid South Africa", in Issue: 

Journal of Opinion XVIII (USA), Vol. 2 Summer 1990, reprinted in The Stellenbosch Economic Project, 
Occasional Paper, No. 3. 1991. 
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6.8 Terreblanche, S.J. “A plea for a poverty relief programme [in South Africa]", Ecumenical Foundation of 
South Africa (EFSA), Bellville, 1995, pp. 1 – 25. 

 
6.9 Published numerous articles in South African popular journals including, Leadership, Democracy in 

Action, Financial Mail, Insig, Finansies en Tegniek. 
 
6.10 Terreblanche, S.J. “A comparison of the Social Security systems of Sweden, Germany and the United 

States: possible lessons for South Africa”. Paper read at a seminar hosted by the Goethe-Institut, 
Johannesburg, 4 November 1998.  

 
6.11    Terreblanche, S.J. "Constraints to Democracy and Public Reasoning in the New South Africa", In Philosophy 

& Social Criticism (Special Issue in Honour of Amartya Sen, 2014, 4(1): 37 – 45. 
 
6.12 Guest writer for a Dutch monthly publication: Zuid-Afrika [1980s]. 
 
6.13 Published more or less 300 articles in local and foreign newspapers mainly on issues concerned with 

political and economic reform in South Africa. 
 
 
7.   CHAPTERS PUBLISHED IN BOOKS 
 
7.1 Terreblanche, S.J. "Policy Objectives and Priorities in the South African Economy", in Truu, M.L. (ed.) 

Public Policy and the South African Economy, Oxford University Press, Cape Town, 1976, pp. 51 – 61.
  

  
7.2 Terreblanche, S.J. “Sosiale Demokrasie” (Social Democracy), chapter in Esterhuyse, W.P. et.al. (eds.), 

Moderne Politieke Ideologieë ("Modern Political Ideologies") Southern Publishers, 1987, pp. 63 – 104. [In 
Afrikaans]. 

  
7.3 Terreblanche, S.J. “Menseregte in die Noord–Suid Konfrontasie” (Human rights in the North–South 

Confrontation) in Du Toit, D.A. (ed.) Menseregte ("Human Rights") Tafelberg, Cape Town, 1984, pp. 87 – 
97. 

 
7.4 Terreblanche, S.J. & Nattrass, N. "The South African drama: a periodisation of the South African political 

economy from 1910", in Nattrass, N. & Ardington, E. (eds.) The Political Economy of South Africa.  
Oxford University Press, 1990, pp. 1 – 20. 

 
7.5 Terreblanche, S.J. "The future of South Africa: A Cape of Good Hope or a Cape of Storms?" in Darwood, 

D. and Mokhesi, J. (eds.) South Africa: the way forward. A book published by the African Research 
Institute at the La Trobe University, Australia, 1990. 

 
7.6 Terreblanche, S.J. “My Stellenbosse sprong na vryheid” (My Stellenbosch leap to freedom) in Lategan et 

al. B. (eds.) Afrikaners tussen die Tye (Afrikaners between two epochs), Taurus, 1990, pp. 112 – 125. 
 
7.7 Terreblanche, S.J. "Equity and growth", in Schrire, R. (ed.) Wealth or Poverty? Critical Choices for South 

Africa.  Oxford University Press, 1992, pp. 548 – 564. 
 
7.8 Terreblanche, S.J. "The Trade – off between Growth and Equity in South Africa Today", in Black, P.A., 

Dollery, B.E. (eds.) Leading Issues in South African Microeconomics.  Southern Book Publishers, 1992, 
pp. 120 – 129. 

 
7.9 Terreblanche, S.J. “Kapitalisme, Sosialisme en Demokrasie: ’n herbesiening oor Schumpeter ná die 

revolusie van 1989” (Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy: a re-evaluation of Schumpeter after the 
revolution of 1989). A chapter in Van Niekerk, A. et.al. (eds.) Intellektueel in Konteks, (Intellectual in 
Context – Essays in honour of Prof. Hennie Rossouw), Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), 
Pretoria, 1993, pp. 181 – 231 (in Afrikaans). 

 
7.10 Terreblanche, S.J. "A Perspective on South Africa's Social, Political and Economic History on the 

Threshold of the Transition to a Post – Apartheid Society", conference on "South African constitutional 
issues in the process of change", University of Bologna, Bologna, Italië, 1992. Published as a chapter in a 
book, Gentili A.M. (ed.) Sudafrica: Processi di Mutamento politico e costituzioniale, Maggionli Editore, 
Italy, 1993, pp. 81 – 104. 
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7.11 Terreblanche, S.J. “The Economic context of Public Administration in Post – Apartheid South Africa”, 
chapter in Muller, J.J. and Van Rooyen, A. (eds.) Public Administration in Post-Apartheid South Africa, 
University of Stellenbosch, 1994, pp. 19 – 26. 

 
7.12 Terreblanche, S.J. “The political economy and democratisation during the period of transition [in South 

Africa]”. A chapter in van Beek, U. (ed.) South Africa and Poland in Transition: A Comparative 
Perspective, HSRC Publishers, Pretoria, 1995, pp. 329 – 371. 

 
7.13 Terreblanche, S.J. “Building Consensus in the [South African] Economy: An Outline of the debate”. Paper 

read at a Conference in Warsaw on “Comparing Polish and South African Experience”, October 1996. 
Published in Wnuk-Lipinski, E. (ed.) Values and Radical Social Change. Institute of Political Studies, 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, 1998, pp. 141 – 164. 

 
7.14 Terreblanche, S.J. “Empowerment in Context: the Struggle for hegemony in South Africa”. A chapter on 

South African economic and political history in the 20th century, in Kirsten, J.F., et.al. (eds.) Agricultural 
Democratization in South Africa, (AIPA), Cape Town, 1998, pp. 13 – 61. 

 
7.15 Terreblanche, S.J. “The Ideological Journey of South Africa from the RDP to the GEAR Macro-Economic 

Plan”. Paper read at Multi-Event 1999 in Cape Town on 16 February 1999, published by Religion in Public 
Life: Multi-Event 1999 Conference Proceedings, Cape Town, 1999. 

 
7.16 Terreblanche, S.J. “Dealing with systematic economic injustice”. (An article on the TRC’s special hearings 

on the role of business under Apartheid) in Villa-Vicencio, C. and Verwoerd, W., Looking back, Reaching 
forward, Zed Books Ltd, London, 2000. 

 
7.17   Terreblanche. S.J. "Die Amerikaanse Empire en Globale Ongeregtigheid". (The American Empire and Global 

Injustice". In Hertzog, D. et al. (eds.) Gesprek sonder grense: Huldigingsbundel ter ere van Johan 
Degenaar se 80ste verjaardag (Dialogue without Boundaries: A Homily for Johan Degenaar’s 80th 
Birthday), H&B Uitgewers, 2006. 

 
 
8.  FOREIGN VISITS AND LECTURES 
 
8.1 Invited guest of the governments of Belgium, Britain and the USA in 1976, 1978 and 1987 respectively. 
 
8.2 Public lectures at conferences organized by the South African Department of Foreign Affairs in New York 

(1978), in Paris (1980), in Milan, Rome, Vienna, Brussels and London (1982) and Edinburgh, Scotland 
(1987). 

 
8.3 Attended conferences (mainly on the South African problem) in Hamburg (1980), Boppard, Germany 

(1982), Washington (1978), Harare (1988), Hamburg (1991), London (1991), Utrecht (1993). 
 
8.4 Public lectures on the reform process in South Africa at the University of Harvard (1987), at universities in 

Scotland (1987), the University of Moscow (1990), Princeton University (1991), the University of 
Budapest (1996), among others. 

 
8.5 Attended eight clandestine conferences between Afrikaner academics and the ANC leaders (like Thabo 

Mbeki and Jacob Zuma) in Britain and Germany from 1987 to 1990. 
 
8.6 Visiting professor to the “South African programme” at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 

International Affairs, Princeton University in May 1991. 
 
8.7 Read papers at the following institutions: (shortened list) 
 

(a) “International Conference on South Africa in Transition” at White Plains, New York, September 
1987, on the following topic: “A New Policy and Economic Philosophy for South Africa in 
Transition”. 

(b) Two breakfast meetings for the Carnegie Endowment in Washington, 1987 and 1991. 
(c) At the Fifth Corporate Conference on South Africa, organized by the United States Council of 

International Business, in New York in 1987. 
(d)  “The present state of the South African economy” at an international conference organized by the 

British Foreign Office in Wilton Park, near London, February 1988. 
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(e)  “A comparison between the reform approach of President PW Botha and Mikhail Gorbachev” for 
the Royal Commonwealth Society, in London, December 1988. 

(f) "Possible fiscal (or Public Financial) effects facing a post-apartheid economy", the American 
Chamber of Commerce in South Africa in Johannesburg on 20 April 1990. 

(g) "Magsgroeperinge en ideologiese strominge het die ekonomie voortdurend geslyp en dikwels 
vernuwe" in front of senior members of The Transvaal and Free State Agricultural Unions 
organised by Idasa on 24 July 1992. 

(h) "The Restructuring of the South African Economy" at a Conference organised by Idasa and the 
Carnegie Foundation at Bellagio in Italy, April 1992. 

(i) An Ecumenical Conference of the World Council of Churches on "Ethical investment in a 
changing South Africa" at Utrecht in the Netherlands, 9 	–	12 June 1993. 

(j) The Annual Congress of Agricultural Economic Society of Southern Africa in Cape Town, 28 
September 1993. 

(k) "Economic Realities:  Employment opportunities and labour expectations" at the 19th Anniversary 
meeting of the Women’s Bureau of South Africa in Cape Town, 1 June 1996. 

(l)        "Die Eeu van Onreg en die etiese eise wat dit vir Suid-Afrika in die 21ste eeu stel", (The Century of 
Injustice and the ethical demands for South Africa in the 21st Century) at a seminar held by the 
Philosophy Department, Stellenbosch University, 24 Julie 1996. 

(m) Public Lecture at the University of the Western Cape on the theme "Faith in Economic Justice: 
The close symbiotic relationship between white political supremacy and racial capitalism and its 
construction of poverty", 24 March 1998. 

(n) A Multi-Event 1999 on Transforming Public Life: "Religion in the Making of cultural values and 
Public Policy" in Cape Town, 16 February 1998. 

(o) "The Production of the Past:  Some relevant historical ‘Truth’ distorted and ignored by the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission" at a Seminar by the Institute of African Studies at the Columbia 
University, New York on 1 April 2000 and at the University of California at Santa Crux on the 8 
April 2000. 

(p) "Social, political and economic problems between South Africa and the European Union at the 
beginning of the 21st century" at the Foreign Affairs Department of France, 13 November 2003. 

(q) "Legal and ethical problems in South Africa during the transformation period", International 
Conference at the University of Copenhagen in Denmark on the 14th December 2003 and at the 
University of Uppsala in Sweden, 17 December 2003. 

(r) "Ethics, Trust and Organizational Power in Contemporary Capitalism" at the 2nd International 
Conference on Contemporary Management (2004 ICEM Conference) at Stellenbosch, 6 
September 2004. 

(s) Panel discussion at the Cape Town Book Fair on the topic "Making Poverty History in Cape 
Town", 17 June 2006. 

(t) "Global Inequality and the role of the British and the American Empires", Gilbert Murray Debate 
organised by OXFAM in Oxford, 17 October 2006. 

(u) "The unresolved moral crisis of white South Africans" at the launch of Christi van der 
Westhuizen's book:  "White power and the Rise and Fall of the National Party" in Cape Town on 
1 November 2007. 

(v) A Panel Discussion at the Cape Town International Book Fair, organized by the HSRC on the 
topic:  "Reviewing the State of the Nation: 15 years into the South Africa Democracy, what are the 
biggest choices", 13 June 2009. 

(w) "The exploitation of Africa and Africans by the Western World since 1500:  A birds' eye view" at 
the uBuntu Conference, Law Faculty of the University of Pretoria, 2	–	4 August 2011. 

 
8.8 Regular participant in radio discussions and TV programmes locally and in the USA, Britain, Holland, 

Australia, etc. 
 
 
9.   CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Office address:  Department of Economics 
    University of Stellenbosch 
    Private Bag X1, Matieland 
    7602   South Africa 
 

Home address:  8 Rowan Street 
    Stellenbosch 
    7600   South Africa 
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Telephone:   +27 21 808 2246/7 (University)  

    +27 21 886 5867 (Home) 
 

E-mail:   sjt@sun.ac.za 
 


