RESEARCH SUBCOMMITTEE A
SEED FUNDING FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROGRAMMES 
FOR 2012-2013
A.
Summary 
In Collaborative Research Programmes “collaboration” is defined as the development of and/or maintenance of integrated working relationships/research collaboration between a group of researchers who are not necessarily based in the same faculty and who represent different perspectives within a broader research programme. The programme may consist of a number of related research projects that are specifically designed to answer a broad research question. 
B.
Goals
Establishment funding for the development of collaborative research programmes are broadly aimed at 
· Fostering the development of collaborative efforts between researchers who represent a variety of perspectives and experience in joint research projects;

· Providing support for research groups to initiate pilot projects so that they are in a position to apply for more substantial external funding within the next 1 to 2 years;
· Supporting research that is of strategic importance to SU and specific faculties;
· Advancing research capacity building, critical dialogue and knowledge transfer within the broad Human- and Social Sciences through opportunities for the development and initiation of interdisciplinary and inter-university research. 
C.
Criteria
The following criteria will be taken into account when considering applications: 

1.
FORMAL REQUIREMENTS
1.1
Has all the required information (as stipulated on the application form) been provided? 
1.2
Have the head of department and the dean endorsed the application’s focus with regard to its strategic value for the faculty?
1.3
Is there an indication of the intention to apply for additional funding from other sources?
2.
SUBSTANTIVE CRITERIA
2.1
The research record of the project leader must provide evidence of that the project leader has the necessary experience to lead the group. Both the quality and quantity of his/her research outputs will also be taken into consideration when evaluating this.
2.2
Scientific quality, relevance and scope of the proposed project: Is the research proposal of a high standard (statement of problem; goals; methodology) en is there a clear indication of what roles the various group members will play? What contribution could the project make towards establishing a research group in an area of strategic importance for the faculty and university?
3.
DESIRABLE CRITERIA

Will the proposed research project:
3.1
help to establish a joint research initiative and will it promote interdisciplinary research?
3.2
foster regional and national collaboration?
3.3
benefit the University, a local or national community?
3.4 make use of other funding sources, wherever possible? 
D.
Allocation of funds
The allocation of funding to applicants/projects that meet the above criteria is dependant on the availability of funding; the committee reserves the right to make no allocation, even if the application meets all the criteria.
E.
Guidelines for prospective applicants
1. The application form is available by e-mail – contact Malene Fouché, mfouche@sun.ac.za; x4622), and must be submitted as a signed hard copy form or in pdf format to Ms Fouché (Admin B, B3218).

2. The Subcommitee is able to exercise a degree of flexibility in the allocation of awards i.e. the guidelines for making awards for research projects are broad. Applicants are thus free to specify their particular research project needs. However, please note that no travelling expenses for scientific trips may be included in the budgets.
3. The “return on investment” of research funds will be evaluated on the basis of a final report at the end of each year.
4. Only one collaborative research programme per project leader/ group can be funded in each funding cycle.
5. The application must show that the funding will go to the development of a new collaborative research project and not towards an established project. The funding should therefore be seen as seed-funding for the establishment of a new collaborative project. 
6. The team leader of the project must be an established research and must submit the application. The names of the co-researchers must be supplied and an abbreviated CV (1-2 pages) of each co-researcher must be attached. Wherever possible, the co-researchers should also sign the application. Where possible, the names of postgraduate students who will be involved in the project, must also be supplied. The award for the project is made to the project leader and must thus be immediately re-evaluated should the leadership of the project change for any reason. The project leader must assume final responsibility for every administrative aspect of the project, including the financial control and reporting.
7. In projects that include team members from other organisations, financial and other forms of support from the other organisations must be indicated. In such cases, Sub-Committee A funding will only be based on the involvement of the relevant SU staff members. 
F.
Funding categories
Two categories of successful applications will be awarded, namely: 
a) R100 000 for a period of one year, with reporting at the end of the year;

b) R100 000 for a period of two years. Continuation of funding for the second year will be based on the outcome of the report received at the end of the first year.
Applicants must indicate for which category of funding they wish to be considered. 

G.
Allocation procedure and priorities 
1. Research Sub-Committee A processes all applications according to an established procedure. This procedure requires all applications to be evaluated by at least two evaluators. Evaluators are assigned from among the members of the committee, when this is possible, but not from within the same department as the applicant. Evaluators may consult any expert for the evaluation of the application. Evaluators make a recommendation to the committee, but the final decision is taken by the whole committee. Committee members are required to declare any conflict of interests. Applications are arranged according to three categories: supportable, supportable with minor adjustments, or not supportable. In both latter instances the applicant is given feedback with the purpose of enabling such an applicant to submit a supportable application at a future date. 

H.
Closing date
The closing date for applications is 25 November 2011 (10:00). The time required for the processing of the applications unfortunately makes it impossible for the committee to consider late applications.
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